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4 Vienna, Intl. – Issue 1

Like 1992 for Queen Elizabeth II, 
2020 was truly an “annus horribilis” 
for tourism in Vienna. The corona
virus pandemic caught the whole world 
off guard and set the tourism industry 
back years. One of our most important 
achievements as a society – freedom 
of travel – vanished from one day to 
the next. 

Vienna responded very quickly, 
complying fully with all of the official 
measures. The city’s outstanding health 
care system showed that it was able to 
withstand the challenges it faced. Since 
May of this year, the capital’s tourism 
companies, hotels, galleries, cultural 
institutions and the hospitality sector 
have been working together to draw up 
a set of safety and hygiene guidelines 
designed to keep the risk of infection 
as low as possible for visitors. We are 
supporting businesses with the Safe 
Stay safety seal, which we developed 
alongside the Vienna Economic 
Chamber. We also teamed up with 
MedUni Vienna and representatives 
of the Vienna meeting industry to draw 
up guidelines for meeting organizers 
which will provide additional support 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

Our efforts are paying off: in 
June 2020, Vienna was named as one of 
the 20 safest destinations in Europe by 
the European Best Destinations travel 
portal, which looked at the impact of 
Covid19 on destinations, as well as 
aspects including the safety and hygiene 
measures in place and overall health 
care infrastructure. Business magazine 
Forbes recently published a list of the 
100 safest countries in the world with 
respect to Covid19. Austria appeared 

What I am about to say will hardly come as a 
surprise for loyal readers of the Vienna Journal: 
we have changed everything. The larger format 
has done sterling work and we have sent it out to 
readers all over the world for more than a decade. 
But this year we felt that the time had come to try 
something different – you now have the first issue 
in front of you.

It’s not just the title – Vienna, Intl. – that’s 
new. It stands for the city’s soul and its outlook: 
Vienna is so many things, including international 
(intl.), cosmopolitan, modern, diverse, young, old, 
red, green and all the other colors of the rainbow, 
as well as black and white. Vienna is also really 
beautiful. Something that is reflected in the new 
magazine design from agency seite zwei. 

We hope that the mix of different stories 
will win you over as a loyal reader of our new 
magazine, which has 100 pages of pure Vienna in 
store for you.

New sections including City Life, Insider, 
Food & Drink and Urban Idyll will help you to find 
your way around. Large pictures are intended to 
draw you into the stories behind them and fuel 
your passion for Vienna. Elsewhere, info boxes 
supply facts and figures at a glance. Illustrations 
from the artist Francesco Ciccolella provide a 
little levity. And short interviews at the start of 
each section give you a handy insight into the 
various topics they cover. 

Vienna, Intl. is your perfect companion – 
either before you come to the city or after you 
return home. You’ll soon find yourself longing 
for a copy, and we will make sure that you receive 
a new Vienna, Intl. every year. After all, stories 
about Vienna will never go out of fashion.

ROBERT SEYDEL
    Editor in Chief



5EDITORIAL

to share their thoughts on the world 
capital of music, browse the vaults of 
the city’s largest galleries and museums, 
delve into the fascinating world of 
Viennese cuisine and even recommend 
a beach holiday in Vienna! On top of all 
that, we will show you that Vienna is a 
safe city where everything runs without 
a hitch – just two of the reasons why the 
Austrian capital was voted the World’s 
Most Livable City for the tenth year in 
a row.

In short, we want to charm and 
dazzle you with Vienna, Intl., so that 
you choose Vienna as a destination once 
again. And we also want to show you 
all of the incredible things you are 
missing out on if Vienna isn’t on your 
holiday bucket list.

Although we always look forward 
to seeing you, I have to say that after 
the past few months we have never been 
so happy to welcome visitors to our city.

PS: We have also developed a digital 
travel guide for you. Our brand 
new, free ivie app will leave you 
open-mouthed as we show you some 
of the lesser-known sides to the city 
before you even leave home. It is the 
perfect companion for a city walk 
and will share lots of fascinating 
facts about Vienna that we’re sure 
you have never heard before. Turn 
to page 20 for details.  

Download: ivie.vienna.info

in the top ten, taking sixth place. Re
opening the borders on June 15, 2020 
was the first step towards getting 
Vienna’s tourist industry back on its 
feet. But we know that we need to work 
with our partners in the city to put the 
Austrian capital back on people’s radars 
all over the world. We need to show 
them that Vienna holds the title of 
the world’s most livable city for a good 
reason. 

Entitled Vienna, Intl., the maga
zine that you have in front of you is 
symbolic of this new beginning for 
Vienna. Once you have finished read
ing, you will know exactly why Vienna 
is – once again – worth a visit. We will 
whisk you away on an trip around the 
world in Vienna, drop in on the world’s 
most famous horses, invite global super
stars including Juan Diego Flórez, 
Valentina Naforniţa and Julian Rachlin 

NORBERT KETTNER
 Managing Director, Vienna Tourist Board
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URBAN LIFE

Hotel Sacher
Philharmonikerstrasse 4
1010 Vienna
Tel. +43 1 514 560
wien@sacher.com
www.sacher.com

Nikola Farkas is not just another receptionist 
at just another hotel. He is the International 
Receptionist of the Year from the legendary 
Hotel Sacher. Vienna, Intl. was granted an 
exclusive look into his everyday work and 
found out just how many slices of Sacher Torte 
he gets through a week.

 Ten Questions for
Nikola Farkas

➀  Nikola, what made you choose a career 
as a receptionist when you were starting 
out? 
The direct interaction with guests. Working 
with people from different countries and 
cultures.

➁  What does a receptionist need to bring 
to the role? 
You have to be able to put yourself in the 
guest’s shoes, and learn to anticipate their 
wishes. And if things aren’t running 
smoothly: keep a cool head and put a smile 
on the guest’s face!  

➂  What sets the World’s Best Receptionist 
apart?   
Taking time to engage with each guest, 
individualizing everything you do and 
“reading” the guest – these are the hall
marks of an outstanding receptionist.

➃  What is the ideal guest like?  
Every guest is ideal. It’s having to respond 
to different needs that makes my job so 
interesting.  

➄  Your most memorable guest...?  
Guests who get in touch once they have 
returned home to say thank you for an 
unforgettable stay.

➅  What is it that visitors to Vienna ask 
you most?  
Many are interested in the hotel’s history, 
and tips on what to do in their free time.  
I also get asked the way to Vienna State 
Opera a lot, which is directly opposite.

➆  Where do you send visitors who are 
looking for something less well-known 
in Vienna?   
To the Wotruba Church church in the 
23rd district. Many people associate 
Vienna with imperial grandeur, but the 
modern sights are equally worth seeing.

➇  What is your personal favorite spot 
in Vienna?  
Schönbrunn and the Gloriette.

➈  What is your restaurant tip if people ask 
you about Viennese cuisine?  
“Wiener” in the seventh district, a real 
Viennese insider tip.

  How often do you eat the Original 
Sacher Torte? 
Once a month, at least. It is a treat that is 
impossible to resist, but you have to if you 
are so close to the source!

(Interview) 
Anna MALTSCHNIG

(Photo) 
Jakob GSÖLLPOINTNER

9



10 Vienna, Intl. – Issue 110 Vienna, Intl. – Issue 1

(Photos)
Paul BAUER

Little
 PARIS.

(Text)
Susanne KAPELLER

A Stroll
 Through the 
Servitenviertel

(Illustrations)
Francesco CICCOLELLA

Picturepostcard cobbled streets lined with cafés, restaurants and 
independent stores shape life in the Servitenviertel in the ninth district. 

The Viennese affectionately refer to this part of town as Little Paris, 
because it has a distinctly French feel. On our walk around the 

Servitenviertel we went on a culinary journey, came across the odd 
insider tip and took a look behind the facades. 
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There’s something quite idyllic about the Serviten
viertel. Its leafy streets are lined with florists, 
attractive little stores and lots of bars and restau
rants. The beautifully preserved facades are 
constantly catching our attention, particularly on 
Servitengasse, which is the lifeblood of the district. 
Our first stop is the Xocolat chocolate studio. And 
not just because this building boasts a particularly 
attractive historic wood facade. No, our noses 
are glued to the shop window because we are 
watching the chocolatiers create their pralines 
and other treats.

French Flair
The buildings on Servitengasse are especially 
wellpreserved and looked after, even by Viennese 
standards. The area around the Baroque 17thcentu
ry Servitenkirche church has an almost villagelike 
feel to it. In summer you can sit outside on the cob
bled square in one of the numerous sidewalk cafes. 
Every Thursday, the Servitenmarkt market adds to 
the shopping experience with its local and organic 
produce. The Servitenviertel district has a notice
ably French vibe. You can feel the proximity to the 
nearby Lycée Français, a French private school.

Lots of people in the area speak French 
and the bars and restaurants exude Gallic chic. For 
example, French bistro La Mercerie on the corner 
of Porzellangasse. Croissants and baguettes from 
its own bakery sell like proverbial hot cakes, as do 
the éclairs and tartes that come in fresh from Paris 
each day. These and French classics like quiche 
Lorraine and cheese boards can be enjoyed in the 
attractive patisserie, surrounded by old apothe
cary cabinets.

The Servitenviertel’s delis are no less 
enticing. The Edelschimmel cheese bar stocks 
around 80 hand selected varieties of cheese – all 
of which can be sampled in store, with chutneys 
or pickles, accompanied by a glass of wine or 
champagne.

Gerald König’s deli store is the place for 
oysters, beef and fish tatar, cheese, and the 
ideal wine to go with it. König, who lives in the 
Serviten viertel with his family, sees this part of 
Vienna as being a bit like a village: “People who 
live in the Servitenviertel love fine food, know each 
other really well and like to meet up in its cafés, 
restaurants and stores, or to sit on the numerous 
park benches or out on the church square. The 
French architecture, and the numerous other 
nationalities, as well as people from all over Austria 
just add to the neighborhood’s distinctive charm.”

And Very Viennese
Even with all the international flavors, there’s still 
space for a classic Viennese eatery: Servitenwirt 
stands out thanks to its exceptional cuisine and 
great outdoor seating with a view of the Serviten
kirche. Zum Roten Bären is a hip Viennese Beisl 
whose downtoearth Viennese cuisine attracts a 
younger crowd. Meanwhile, Sven’s Sohn is another 
typically Viennese restaurant, although that might 
not be immediately obvious from the name. Great 
traditional food is also on the menu at Rebhuhn, 
a classic Viennese eatery on a corner plot.

Hidden Gems
One of the city’s culinary highlights is hiding in 
plain sight at Pramergasse 21. There is nothing to 
indicate that behind the unremarkable facade you 
can find one of the best restaurants in Vienna. You 
could be forgiven for thinking that Pramerl & The 
Wolf was just another Viennese restaurant. Inside, 
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a cozy atmosphere awaits, with an 
old wooden bar and woodpaneled 
walls. There are only a few tables 
and instead of offering a menu, 
the friendly owner and chef 
Wolfgang Zankl comes over and 
simply asks: “Are you really hungry, 
or just a little? Is there anything 
you don’t like or can’t eat?” And 
what comes to the table is stunning. 
A radical, contemporary take on 
Viennese cuisine that has brought 
the restaurant’s owner a Michelin 
star. But with out any of the pos
turing typically associated with 
haute cuisine. Yet another way to 
discover Viennese cuisine.

It’s worth taking a closer look behind the 
facade of another building one street along, on 
See gasse. The courtyard of the Haus Rossau retire
ment home contains the oldest surviving Jewish 
cemetery in Austria. During the course of reno
vation work carried out at the property in 2013, 
workers stumbled upon centuriesold headstones. 
From the terrace of the retirement home we can 
look out over this historically unique graveyard, 
which dates all the way back to the 16th century.

Dropping in on Sigmund Freud
Staying with Jewish Vienna for a moment, our tour 
of the neighborhood takes us to the Sigmund Freud 
Museum at Berggasse 19. In summer 2020 the 
newly extended museum reopened, after a full 
renovation project that added Sigmund Freud’s 
private rooms to the experience for the first time. 
The museum not only draws back the curtain 
on the birth of psychoanalysis, but is also a time 
capsule that reveals a great deal about family life 
in findesiècle Vienna. The founder of psycho
analysis lived and worked at Berggasse 19 from 
1891 to 1938, before going into exile in the United 
Kingdom.

Finally, we stop off at the utterly charming 
Femme Maison fashion workshop. The Austrian 
fashion label is the embodiment of elegance. 
And women can’t help but fall in love with the 
dresses created by designer Franziska Fürpass. 
They are also a hot tip for anyone looking for 
an extraspecial ball gown or wedding dress. 

A ring (and lots of other pieces of jewelry) to go 
with it can be found just around the corner at 
the workshops of goldsmith Johanna Bauer, who 
has struck upon the perfect location with the 
Servitenviertel. She is a big fan of the small but 
exquisite Servitengasse, which is constantly 
evolving: “Every  one enjoys being here, and all of 
the business owners try extra hard! Coming from 
Graz, it means a lot to me that I can participate 
fully in the local community, that everyone knows 
each other and that we’re constantly bumping into 
one another.”

URBAN LIFE
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Servitenwirt
● Servitengasse 7
→ www.servitenwirt.at

Typical Viennese restaurant with 
outdoor seating right in front of the 
Servitenkirche church. A chocolate 
box scene.

La Pasteria
● Servitengasse 10
→ www.lapasteria.at

This chic Italian offers every conceiv
able variety of fresh pasta, as well as 
typical meat and fish dishes.

Kiang Wine & Dine
● Grünentorgasse 19
→ www.kiangwinedine.com 

This Asian restaurant is famous for 
its great wine list and highlyrecom
mendable Chinese street food.

TIP
Book in advance 
as it can take 
weeks to get a 
table! 

Pramerl & The Wolf
● Pramergasse 21
→ www.pramerlandthewolf.com

The jewel in the 
Servitenviertel’s 
culinary crown: 
top dishes other
wise found in only 
the finest of estab

lishments are served up in a laidback 
restaurant. 

Ragusa
● Berggasse 15
→ www.ragusa.at 

This nostalgic restaurant specializes 
in Dalmatian fish dishes. It’s like a 
minibreak on the Adriatic.

Rebhuhn
● Berggasse 24
→ www.rebhuhn.at

The cozy restaurant offers highend 
Viennese cuisine with an international 
touch.

Zum Roten Bären
● Berggasse 39
→ www.zumrotenbaeren.at

This cool and quirky restaurant/bar 
is particularly popular with a younger 
audience. And has the casual atmos
phere to match.

Mast Weinbistro
● Porzellangasse 53
→ www.mast.wine

A pair of top sommeliers recruited 
a top chef for their wine bistro. The 
interesting wine list focuses on 
natural wine. Staying close to nature 
is also a focus for the food.

Food & 
Drink
La Mercerie
●  Berggasse 25/corner of 

Servitengasse

This French bistro provides still more 
proof of the Servitenviertel district’s 
deserved reputation as Vienna’s Little 
Paris.

Porzellan
● Servitengasse 2
→ www.porzellanlounge.at

This restaurant makes a statement 
with its white interior, and the inter
national dishes on the menu are real 
eyecatchers, too!

Ristorante Scala
● Servitengasse 4
→ www.ristorantescala.at

The promised land for fans of fine 
Italian food. A classic Italian eatery.



15

Sights

Sigmund 
Freud 
Museum
● Berggasse 19
→ www.freudmuseum.at

Sigmund Freud, founder of psycho
analysis, lived and worked at Berg
gasse 19 for almost 50 years. The 
newly renovated Sigmund Freud 
Museum is located in his former 
apartments and practice.

Jewish Cemetery
● Seegasse 9
Access via the Haus Rossau 
retirement home.

This 2,000m2 burial ground is 
Vienna’s oldest surviving Jewish 
cemetery. Headstones dating back 
some 500 years were discovered 
during renovation work at the site.

Shopping
Edelschimmel
● Servitengasse 5
→ www.edelschimmel.at

This deli is an El Dorado for cheese 
lovers. You can try the different 
cheeses over a glass of wine in the 
store itself.

Servitenmarkt
● Servitenplatz

Every Thursday (except on public 
holidays) there is a farmer’s market 
on the square in front of the Serviten
kirche church from 10am until 7pm, 
offering organic treats and culinary 
specialties from Mangalitza pork to 
organic fruit.

König –  
Specialties from 
Europe
● Servitengasse 6
→ www.koenigswelt.at 

The best deli products from the length 
and breadth of Europe can be found 
here – from Tuscan salami to fish 
pastes and oysters. Also available to 
eat at the deli, washed down with a 
glass of wine or champagne.

Xocolat  
Manufaktur
● Servitengasse 5
→ www.xocolat.at 

Xocolat’s artisan truffles and chocolates 
are made by hand in the chocolate 
studio. You can watch the chocolatiers 
at work, or get more handson in one 
of the special confectionery work
shops.

Femme Maison
● Hahngasse 15
→ www.femmemaison.com

Franziska Fürpass and Sia Kermani 
produce stunning, elegant women’s 
fashion from the finest materials at 
their little studio in the Serviten viertel. 
The evening dresses are to die for. 
Appointment only.

Johanna Bauer
Jewelry design
● Servitengasse 7
→ www.johannabauer.com

A bijou jewelry workshop with 
special designs using classic materials 
in new forms. Appointment only.

URBAN LIFE
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It’s not unusual to go for a walk around the 
city and suddenly find yourself somewhere else 
entirely. Not because you’ve lost your way, but 
because architectural facsimiles of Venetian 
palaces, Russian cathedrals and even a Middle 
Eastern factory blend into the cityscape so 

seamlessly. Just like the imperial buildings that 
date back to the days of the monarchy. In Vienna, 
it only takes a few minutes to travel from Italy to 
Russia, from Africa to the Antarctic, or from the 
Netherlands to Egypt.

(Text) 
Karoline GASIENICA-BRYJAK

Vienna has always been home to cultures from all over the world. 
And that’s still very much in evidence wherever you cast your gaze 

in the city. There’s no need to go off on a trip around the world, 
as the whole world is at home in Vienna anyway.

A Global CITY

❶

❽

❷
❺

❻

❼ ❹

❾

❸
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In the middle of the Volksgarten, right next to the formal 
rose gardens where 400 different varieties of roses flower 
each summer, is the dazzling white Theseus Temple. 
A re plica of the Temple of Hephaestus in Athens, it 
features 28 Doric columns. From spring to summer, 
the flowering rose bushes with the white temple in the 
background create a chocolate box motif. Slightly tucked 
away at the back of the garden, there is a marble statue 
of Empress Elisabeth. An oasis of calm and quiet. 
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer 

❷ Volksgarten, 1010 Vienna

It’s no secret that Sisi loved Greece. So what could be 
more fitting than the statue in front of her palace in 
the Lainz Game Reserve depicting Hermes, protector 
of travelers and patron of gymnastic games – two of 
the Empress’ biggest passions in life. The Hermesvilla 
(the palace in question) is also named for him. 
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Gregor Hof bauer

❸ Lainzer Tiergarten (Lainz Game Preserve), 1130 Vienna

Bella Italia
Italy has been setting the architectural tone in Vienna’s 
second district since 1895, when a very special amusement 
park, called Venice in Vienna, opened its doors. Gondolas 
glided past Venetian palaces along manmade canals, while 
champagne pavilions and restaurants set the stage for the 
diversions on offer. Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Today, there is still a touch of Venice in the air at Prater
strasse 70 – where Vienna’s answer to the Ca’ d’Oro palace 
on the Grand Canal awaits. This impressive building is 
now home to the Dogenhof restaurant (see page 79).  
Photo: Fritz Luckhardt © Wien Museum 
 
❶ Praterstrasse 70, 1020 Vienna

Greek, Doric, 
Picturesque

URBAN LIFE
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A trip to see the six African elephants at Schönbrunn Zoo 
feels like a safari through the savanna. Lions, leopards, 
giraffes, and zebras are also on the itinerary. With penguins 
right next to the elephants, it takes a maximum of two 
minutes to travel from Africa to the Antarctic. The world’s 
oldest zoo, Schönbrunn is home to 700 different species 
from every continent. 

Exotic landscape murals will spirit visitors to Schönbrunn 
Palace off to distant climes: the Bergl Rooms on the ground 
floor were designed in strict accordance with Empress 
Maria Theresa’s wishes. The tromp l’oeil painting was 
designed to make the room blend into the palace grounds. 
The dreamland depicted in the space has echoes of 
Arcadia, a mythical idyll synonymous with peace. 
Photos: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

❻  Schönbrunner Schlosspark, 
1130 Vienna

Say Halo to Russia
A shimmering golden dome on Jaurèsgasse in the third 
district instantly transports us to Moscow. The Russian 
Orthodox St. Nicholas cathedral is a real sight to behold, 
with its onion domes and beautiful facade. Built between 
1893 and 1899, the majority of the construction costs 
were picked up by Tsar Alexander III. 
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

❹ Jaurèsgasse 2, 1030 Vienna

From Africa to Arcadia

INSIDER TIP
You can take an 
exclusive look at 
the Bergl Rooms 
with the Vienna 
City Card Expe-
rience Edition 
(see page 23 for 
details).

Between Thaliastrasse and Ottakringer Strasse, the 
Brunnenmarkt exudes Mediterranean charm. With more 
than 170 stands, it is the largest street market in Vienna. 
Delicacies including fresh fish, pristine fruits and 
vegetables, and countless other treats from different 
countries are impossible to resist.  
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

❺  Brunnengasse, 1160 Vienna

A Taste of the Exotic



Strolling in France
The ninth district is home to Little Paris: here, the 
Servitenviertel immerses visitors in Parisian charm. 
The only things that’s missing is the Eiffel Tower 
(read our Servitenviertel feature on page 10). 

“Mon dieu!” was probably what the Viennese thought to 
themselves when the French embassy was completed in 
1912. Its architectural style is hard to pin down. To this 
day, you still hear people saying the same thing as you cross 
Schwarzenbergplatz: whether the plans were accidentally 
switched with those for Istanbul or Madrid is unconfirmed, 
but somehow the rumor refuses to go away. In the eyes of the 
locals, the style still seems much more Spanish than French. 
Photo: © Willfried GredlerOxenbauer/picturedesk.com

❼ Technikerstrasse 2, 1040 Vienna

In Nusswaldgasse, two small minarets add a touch of oriental 
charm to the skyline. The former Zacherl factory feels like 
something out of One Thousand and One Nights. It used to 
make “Persian powder” insecticide, which sold like hot cakes 
in 19th century Vienna. Today, the Zacherl building serves as 
an outstanding example of the Moorish Revival style and is a 
unique example of Austrian industrial architecture.
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

❽ Nusswaldgasse 14, 1190 Vienna

Gateway to 
Another World

Museums provide an insight into different times, and open 
up the door to new worlds – something the Netherlandish 
painter Pieter Bruegel the Elder elevated to a different level 
in his art. Critical of society and exceptionally intricate, 
his works are known all over the world. There are two 
versions of his masterpiece the Tower of Babel, one of 
which is on permanent display at the Kunsthistorisches 
Museum Vienna. As are sarcophaguses from the land of the 
Nile. All it takes to make a trip from the Netherlands to 
Egypt is leaving the first floor for the raised ground floor. 
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

❾  MariaTheresienPlatz, 1010 Vienna

Middle Eastern
Masterpiece

URBAN LIFE 19
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Discover
 Vienna
with ivie

Vienna can also be an experience on a smartphone. ivie, the digital 
city guide for Vienna is your ideal companion as you explore the city. 

The new free app presents well known sights in a new light, is packed 
with insider tips and contains tons of handy features, from a map 

of the city to interesting city walks.

(Text)
Johannes LUXNER
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LOCATIONS

Viennese 
Expertise
ivie, your personal Vienna guide 
knows the capital like the back 
of its hand. The app is not just 
about the big attractions such as 
Schönbrunn Palace, the Prater and 
Giant Ferris Wheel, St. Stephen’s 
Cathe dral, and the Ringstrasse. 
ivie knows all the tuckedaway 
museums, architectural hotspots, 
beautiful parks, great markets, 
picturesque back streets, and 
places that a lot of locals aren’t 
necessarily aware of, but are 
always worth a visit. Hundreds 
of locations are out there just 
waiting to be found, and ivie has 
plenty to say about them all. ivie 
has a host of impressive facts and 
amazing figures on famous and 
lesserknown places in all 23 of 
Vienna’s districts cued up and 
ready to go, along with no end 
of original anecdotes, tips and 
what at first appears to be useless 
information!

WALKS & GUIDES

Enticing Urban 
Guide
ivie also knows how to lead people 
astray. Its Walks & Guides feature 
contains fascinating city walks. 
In one of them, an audio walk 
takes you the length and breadth 
of Beethoven’s Vienna, opening a 
fresh perspective on the composer. 
The other walks and guides cover 
a smorgasbord of topics including 
Viennese Modernism, outofthe
ordinary museums and modern 
architecture. It’s got the classic 
side covered, too: you can also 
explore the major sites lining the 
Ringstrasse boulevard with ivie.

MAP

Maximum 
Orientation
ivie’s Map feature for iOS and 
Android helps visitors get around 
while supplying masses of helpful 
information – and not just the 
location of the city’s museums, 
galleries, sights and concert houses. 
There are also practical every day 
tips including where to find drink
ing fountains, WCs, City Bike 
terminals, and so forth. On top 
of all that, ivie provides an 
excellent overview of the capital’s 
hospita lity scene: locations, open
ing hours and other important 
details for more than 800 restau
rants, Heuriger wine taverns, bars, 
ice cream parlors and much more. 
Users can save key locations such 
as their accommodation, to ensure 
they always find their way home.

ivie – the Vienna Tourist Board’s digital city guide will have everyone itching 
to explore the capital from a whole new angle. And all the classics such 

as Schönbrunn Palace are in there, too! Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Peter Rigaud

ivie will take you to some of Vienna’s 
less wellknown places. Its tours are 

always full of surprises.  
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer
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A taste of the tropics in the heart of Vienna? ivie shines a light on some 
of the city’s lesser known attractions such as the stunning Butterfly House 

in the Burggarten. Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Gregor Hof bauer

FAVORITES

Save Favorites
The Favorites feature is the ideal 
way to prepare your sightseeing 
itinerary. Simply tap the heart 
icon to add something to your 
personal highlights. All of your 
favorites will appear alongside 
one another in a separate list – 
a practical todo list for your trip 
to Vienna.

IVIE’S TIPS

Insider Tips 
on Your Phone
Want ivie to notify you when 
there is a special location nearby 
during your stroll around Vienna? 
Simply activate the ivie’s Tips 
feature to receive insider tips 
where you want them most: 
when you are in close proximity 
to interesting sights, unusual 
museums, or any one of a number 
of curiosities in the city.

VIENNA CITY CARD

Ticket to the City
One of ivie’s addon features, the 
Vienna City Card, is the ideal 
passport to the Austrian capital. 
In addition to unlimited travel 
on the city’s outstanding public 
transportation network, the 
Vienna City Card grants holders 
more than 200 discounts and 
concessions at museums, sights, 
theaters, and concert venues.

ivie is also mad about 
Vienna’s stranger sides. 
The new city guide app 

knows all about the city’s 
unusual museums, such as 

the Museum of Natural 
History’s Collection of 

Anatomical Pathology in 
the Madhouse Tower – 

which is definitely not for 
the fainthearted. 

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/
Paul Bauer
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Vienna City Card 
Experience Edition

❶ Card costs EUR 25.
❷  Valid for one year from date 

of purchase.
❸  More than 160 experiences 

await.

Online store: experience.vienna.info

The impressive Bergl Rooms at Schönbrunn Palace are not always 
open to visitors. But the Vienna City Card Experience Edition opens up 

exclusive access. Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

VIENNA CITY CARD
EXPERIENCE EDITION

City Experiences
Explore the Bergl Rooms at 
Schönbrunn Palace during an 
exclusive tour? Look below the 
surface of Egon Schiele’s paint
ings at the Belvedere using state
oftheart technology? Or maybe 
you’d rather inspect the hives at 
one of Vienna’s local district bee 
colonies. Anyone looking for that 
inimitable Vienna experience with 
a twist will be in their element 
with the new Vienna City Card 
Experience Edition, which is also 
part of the ivie app. The card is 
chiefly directed at people who live 
in the city, or those who visit the 
capital often. A number of exclu
sive experiences await that are 
only available to card holders. 
Highlights include a tour of the 
Kunsthistorisches Museum Vienna 
with director Sabine Haag, while 
Belvedere 21 is opening up its 
vaults to showcase the estate of 
Austrian sculptor Fritz Wotruba. 
A Middle Eastern cookery course 
at restaurant Habibi & Hawara, 
an exclusive waltz course, or a 
workshop at the sausage stand 
that shows how to prepare the 
perfect Bosna? It’s all possible with 
the Vienna City Card Experience 
Edition. In addition to all the 
exclusive experiences, the Vienna 
City Card Experience Edition 
offers discounts on guided tours 
and workshops. The capital’s 
hospitality sector is also on board, 
with selected Viennese bars and 
restaurants offering 20% off for 
Vienna City Card Experience 
Edition holders. Not just available 
as an addon in ivie, the card can 
be purchased online at 
experience.vienna.info

Another string to ivie’s bow 
is the new Vienna City Card 

Experience Edition. 
Primarily aimed at people 

who live in the city, 
it offers a range of exclusive 
experiences, such as special 

tours and workshops – 
for instance, an oriental 

cookery course at restaurant 
Habibi & Hawara. 

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/
Paul Bauer

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Download for free now
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Vienna’s 
   Famous
     HORSES

(Text) 
Robert SEYDEL

It’s impossible to imagine Vienna without them: the horses that pull 
the carriages in the city center, and the Lipizzaner stallions of 

the Spanish Riding School. We paid a visit to the horses at home, 
and learned about their everyday lives.

Every day at 10am the horsedrawn carriages leave the stables in Simmering for their stands in the first district.  
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer
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Carriage horses are early risers. Their working day 
starts at 7am, in the stables of traditional Viennese 
business Fiaker Paul in Simmering. When we arrive 
at eight o’clock, there’s already lots going on. The 
stable boys are in the middle of feeding and clean
ing the horses, making them ready and presentable 
for the city. “The Fiaker [Viennese carriage drivers] 
arrive at nine. They look over ‘their’ horses and 
the equipment to make sure everything is in order. 
Then the horses are hitched to the traditional 
carriages – some of which are as much as 140 years 
old – and make their way into town,” 
company spokesperson Christian 
Gerzabek, who sometimes also works 
as a carriage driver, tells us.

It’s clear from the moment 
we arrive that the stables are modern 
and excellently maintained. The horses 
are curious, and many of them are 
nuzzling and affectionate. Fiaker 
Paul also offers “backstage tours”, 
so anyone can see this at first hand. 

Gerzabek: “We have nothing to hide here. There 
are lots of people who would like to get to know 
the horses up close. And they can do that here.” 
A particularly special treat: visitors can ride in one of 
the carriages into the city center, and discover little 
known parts of Vienna on the way. At 11 o’clock, 
the perfectly presented horses, carriages, and 
drivers are at their stands in the old town.

Applause for the Fiaker
Johann Paul has about 80 horses. Most of them 
come from Hungary. “They are already trained for 
pulling coaches there,” he tells us, adding: “But that 
does not mean they are ready for driving on the 
street in Vienna by any means.” Training takes 
between five months and a year, depending on 
how ready to learn or easily startled the horses 
are. To begin with, the horses practice at an 
estate in GöttlesbrunnArbesthal in Lower Austria, 
then in the grounds of Schönbrunn Palace (where 
Johann Paul’s carriages also go). They aren’t 
driven into the city center until they are really 
ready for the streets.

The driver and the horses are 
a team. On the door of each horse’s 
stall it states whether the horse should 
be harnessed on the right or the left.  
And the drivers are thoughtful in 
caring for their horses. “During the 
corona crisis, many of the drivers came 
to the stables to exercise their horses, 
without pay. The bond is very strong,” 
says Gerzabek. In fact, during the ban 
on carriage rides due to Covid19, 

Christian Gerzabek is a parttime driver, Jimmy is 
a Lipizzaner. Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

FIAKER PAUL
Visits to the stables, horse- 
drawn carriage rides, 
and even a culinary tour 
in a Fiaker can be booked 
at www.ridingdinner.com. 
Insider tip: get a 20% dis-
count on these experiences 
with the Vienna City Card 
Experience Edition. 
Further info at
 
www.fiaker-paul.at 

Ten hectares of meadows are reserved for the carriage horses 
during their annual vacation and after they retire. 

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer
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Gerzabek came up with a great idea himself. “We 
used three coaches to deliver free meals from the 
Intercontinental Hotel to residents in the third 
district.” People’s reaction was thoroughly positive: 
“They applauded us. I had the feeling that the 
Viennese love the Fiaker, who have been trotting 
around town since 1720.”

Retirement Home
Just like all workers, Paul’s carriage horses get an 
annual holiday. They spend it in Göttlesbrunn 
Arbesthal, Lower Austria, where ten hectares of 
meadowland is reserved for them. The retirement 
home for Paul’s horses is also located here. “The 
horses work for about 15 years. When we notice 
they’re no longer enjoying the work, they are dis
charged from their duties, so that they have the 
chance to enjoy a good retirement,” Gerzabek ex
plains. And: “They spend it together with their 
partner, with whom they spent many years work
ing. In the fields, they always stand together.”

As we are saying goodbye, he remembers 
something else. There are quite a few white horses 
in the meadows in Lower Austria, and in the stable 
in Simmering in Vienna. Gerzabek tells us that 
many of them are Lipizzaner, from a Hungarian 
strain. They aren’t the Lipizzaner who appear in 
the performances at the Spanish Riding School, 
but it’s still pleasing to see the white horses wait
ing at the horsedrawn carriage stand in front of 
the Riding School on Michaelerplatz…

The true stars of the equine world have 
their home just a few steps away – the Lipizzaner 
stallions of the Spanish Riding School, a centuries 

old institution. It is the oldest riding school in 
the world, and the only place where the classic 
equestrian skills in the Renaissance tradition (the 
haute école) are still practiced in their original 
form, a tradition spanning some 450 years.

RoundtheClock Care
The Lipizzaner are early risers, too. The stables 
come to life at 6am. “The stallions are fed and 
groomed, and the stables are cleaned out,” explains 
Andreas Hausberger, Chief Rider at the Spanish 
Riding School. 74 white stallions are stabled at the 
Vienna location in the Hofburg, and they require 
care every day. At 7am their working day begins, 
with training including a ride in the Burggarten 
nearby, as well as exercise in world’s largest horse 
walker, in the summer riding school. Lunch is at 
1pm, and they are fed again at 5pm.

Longstanding tradition and modern horse 
keeping practices are brought together here, in the 
center of Vienna. “The classic equestrianism of 
the haute école is based on the horse’s voluntary 
cooperation, and on systematically developing the 
horse’s entire muscular system, so that it is able 
to practice the most difficult lessons over years 
without sustaining any injury. Modern scientific 
advances in horse keeping and horse training have 
always played a major role at the Riding School, 
and we apply them to support the wellbeing of the 
horses,” says Hausberger. And regarding their well
being – grooms, vets, chiropractors, feed experts, 
saddlers, farriers, stablehands, and of course the 
riders themselves take care of the white superstars 
around the clock, seven days a week.

Early every morning the carriage horses are groomed 
to perfection, ready for the city center. 

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

In Piber, Styria, the Spanish Riding School’s Lipizzaner 
stallions get to let off steam. Photo: © SRS/Boiselle
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Return to Piber
The training takes six years to complete. Only 
then are the horses ready to appear before the 
public. Like the carriage horses, the Lipizzaner 
are also entitled to an annual vacation. Hausberger 
explains: “All of the Stallions enjoy a holiday at our 
training center in Heldenberg, Lower 
Austria. They spend seven weeks there 
every summer, where they get to enjoy 
long rides and the extensive paddocks. 

When they reach retirement 
age, the Lipizzaner stallions come 
full circle: they return to the place 
they were born, the Piber Lipizzaner 
stud in Styria. This is where the noble 
horses are bred. About 40 foals, whose 
coloring is still brownblack during 
their first few years, are born here each 

year. Only the best stallions are transferred to the 
Riding School in Vienna.

The impact of the corona crisis was felt 
here, too. Performances had to be canceled, but, 
says Hausberger: “Training for all the stallions 
carried on without interruption. To minimize 

the risk of infection, we worked in 
four different groups – at the Riding 
School and at the training center in 
Heldenberg.” And: “All of the riders 
stayed healthy,” as did the horses. 
Visitors have the chance to confirm 
this for themselves: the Riding School 
also offers exclusive tours behind the 
scenes, so that everyone can have an 
opportunity to meet the most famous 
horses in the world up close, just as 
we did.

SPANISH RIDING SCHOOL
On a backstage tour visi-
tors get to see the inside 
of the Lipizzaner stables, 
as well as the Baroque 
Winter Riding School (for-
merly only accessible to 
members of the imperial 
family), and the summer 
exercise ground, with 
the world’s biggest horse 
walker.

www.srs.at 

The Lipizzaner of the Spanish Riding School train every day, perfecting the art of classic equestrianism 
(here a courbette inhand). Photo: © SRS/Petra Kerschbaum
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In June 2020, two different international rankings 
named Vienna and Austria among the safest desti
nations worldwide during Covid19 (see box). And 
there is a simple reason for this: Vienna has been 
synonymous with safety for decades – not just in 
the age of the coronavirus. Everyone feels at home 
in the city – whether they are permanent residents, 
business travelers, or tourists.

Coronavirus also had Vienna in its grip. But 
the authorities reacted early to the threat posed by 
the virus, introducing a comprehensive package 
of measures and hygiene regulations which ensured 
that the number of cases was kept under control. 
As a result, Vienna has been less badly affected 
compared with other big cities since action was 
taken in March 2020. In the shortest possible 
time, measures such as masks in public transport, 
temperature scanning and rapid testing at the air
port, plexiglass shields in taxis and a host of other 

precautions meant that people could safely visit 
Vienna’s worldfamous museums and sights and 
attend music events. The city’s excellent health care 
system with its outstanding doctors and carers was 
up to the challenges posed by the virus.

And in summer 2020 the Vienna Economic 
Chamber and the Vienna Tourist Board codevel
oped the Safe Stay safety seal to support the efforts 
of the capital’s hospitality sector as it implemented 
the necessary strict safety and quality standards. 
Visitors and employees are equally well protected. 
During the same period, Vienna joined the World 
Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) Safe Travels 
initiative. This label was developed by the WTTC 
with the support of its members, health experts 
and the UNWTO as the world’s first global safety 
standard for the travel and tourism sector to be 
developed specially to combat Covid19.

Safe and Sound 
in Vienna

(Illustrations)
Francesco CICCOLELLA

(Text)
Robert SEYDEL

Vienna is not only the world’s most livable city, it is also one 
of the safest – and that hasn’t changed in spite of the coronavirus 

pandemic. Everything works well in Vienna. 24/7.
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World’s Most Livable City
But Vienna has not only shown during the pan
demic that everything in the city works so well. 
There are numerous reasons why Vienna is such a 
livable and safe city:

●  Vienna is a model city from a social and socio
political point of view. Work started on provid
ing affordable housing for all (social housing 
apartments, known as Gemeindewohnungen) 
100 years ago. Today, there are 220,000 of these 
apartments, which provide affordable accom
modation for around a quarter of the city’s 
residents.

●  Vienna’s mobility blueprint is inspired by the 
principle of a “city of short distances”: subway 
trains depart around every three to five 
minutes, and it only takes six minutes to travel 
from St. Stephen’s Cathedral to the Danube 
Island. Wiener Linien’s public trains, trams and 
buses are reliable, punctual and safe. Thanks to 
the night bus network, you can travel round the 
clock in Vienna.

●  Vienna is a very clean city, thanks to the crews 
from Municipal Department 48. Each year they 
clock up some 120,000 sorties as they work to 
keep Vienna free of rubbish. Up to 265 garbage 
trucks are out on the roads each day.

●  70 airlines provide connections to and from 
more than 200 destinations worldwide. Vienna 
International Airport is a hub for Eastern 
Europe and the Middle East.

●  More than 50% of Vienna is accounted for by 
green spaces. There are almost 1,000 parks 
spread across the city. 42 kilometers of beaches 
await sun worshippers at Neue Donau.

So it’s hardly surprising that the Austrian capital 
has been crowned the most livable city in the world 
for ten years in succession! Like visitors to Vienna, 
organizers of congresses and meetings (in June 
2020, leading congress destination Vienna claimed 
fifth place worldwide in the statistics for 2019 pub
lished by the Union of International Associations), 
international companies and organizations, start
ups and respected international researchers rate all 
of these strengths highly. For many, Vienna is the 
perfect breeding ground for ideas, a place where 
they can work to their full potential and develop 
creative innovations for the future.

SAFE TRAVEL DESTINATION
Vienna was listed among 
the 20 safest travel 
destina tions during the 
Covid-19 pandemic by the 
European Best Destinations 
travel portal – optimal for 
travelers “who are looking 
for a safe and friendly 
travel destination” (one 
of the reasons listed). And 
business magazine Forbes 
recently published a list 
of the 100 safest countries 
in the world with respect 
to Covid-19. Austria took 
sixth place.

europeanbestdestinations.com 
forbes.com 

20 
universities: Vienna is the 

largest university town 
in the Germanspeaking 

world

200
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266 
international business 
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5,490 
meetings and events 
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Art & Culture
Contemporary and classical, global stars and 

newcomers, who don’t live in hiding and soar to 
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Kunst ab Hinterhof
Kuffnergasse 7
1160 Vienna
www.kunstabhinterhof.at

Art for all. And for every budget. This is the 
objective of Kunst ab Hinterhof (KaH) in the 
16th district. The platform for Viennese 
artists was set up in 2019 by Florian Appelt 
and Richard Petz. Their mission? To make 
contemporary art accessible to as many 
people as possible. 

Ten Questions for
   Florian Appelt

➀  A new work of art is…  
…like the feeling of discovering a longlost 
treasure that nobody knows about but me. 
And the happy anticipation of sharing it 
with others. 

➁  KaH means?   
Making art not only affordable but above 
all accessible for all. The barrier to entering 
a White Cube gallery is too high. This is 
what we want to change.

➂  Does one always have to understand art? 
No – art is a malleable term. It’s important to 
take it to its limits. Even if not all artworks 
are received with appreciation.

➃  KaH isn’t a gallery?  
That’s right, we see ourselves as a platform. 
Our digital presence, price transparency, 
and avoiding exclusive contracts mean that 
we can reinvent the gallery business. 

➄  What’s special about Vienna’s art scene?  
Relative to the city’s size, it’s very diverse, 
and it’s flourishing. Especially because 
new spaces and galleries are constantly 
developing. 

➅  Painting, photography, or performance?  
Every technique has its own legitimacy and 
individual form of communication, but 
personally I’m consistently impressed by 
largeformat paintings.

➆  What’s important in a work of art…  
…for me to like it? That spark can’t be 
put into words – either a work has it, 
or it doesn’t.  

➇  The top five up-and-coming artists from 
Vienna?  
It’s hard to pick just five, because by now 
there are a number of artists who I believe 
could be internationally successful.

➈  The young Vienna art scene…  
…keeps going even in tough times, even 
when every institution is fighting for itself 
– in the end it is about the common goal. 

  Your favorite artist connected with 
Vienna?  
Manfred Deix. He embodied the cheeky, 
discourteous, and warmhearted character 
of Vienna in his art like no one else.

(Interview)
Julia ZANGERL

(Photo)
Niko HAVRANEK
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The stars of the music world are mad about Vienna – for many of them, the city is their artistic home. 
Here, six of them tell us why – intimate impressions of the city from opera singer Valentina Nafornița 
and her colleague Juan Diego Flórez, violinist Julian Rachlin, singersongwriter Rebekka Bakken, music 
producer Walter Werzowa, and the multitalented Aleksey Igudesman.

(Photos)
Stefan WUERNITZER

(Text)
Susanna BURGER

“Every successful musician, including those that are already 
hugely famous, still dreams of coming back once a year to perform 

in Vienna. I’ve heard agents and singers say that so often. 
There’s just something in the air here.” Valentina Nafornița

“There’s just
SOMETHING

in the air here.”
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“I love Vienna, because in my 
opinion it’s a place for everyone. 
Vienna is a big city, but despite 
that you still feel safe here.
I feel good when I’m walking in 
the street here. Maybe because 
Vienna is such an international 
place, and you come into contact 
with so many different cultures, 
and get to meet such wonderful, 
diverse people.”

“I think Vienna was the city 
of music and it still is today. 
That’s the reason why I wanted 
to move here. Vienna is the best 
city to live in if you have a 
strong affinity with music. I first 
appeared here when I was about 
25 years old, in a Rossini opera 
at the Wiener Konzerthaus.”

From pop to classical, from Peru to Austria: tenor Juan 
Diego Flórez is a genuine Viennese by choice. He married 
here, lives here with his family, and his children will grow 
up here. He heaps lavish praise on Viennese audiences.

Soprano Valentina Nafornița has taken the international 
opera world by storm. And the Moldovan has chosen 
Vienna as her home.

ART & CULTURE



“I started playing at the 
Konzert haus and the 
Musik verein when I was 14. 
Once, I had the privilege of 
playing with my absolute 
favorite violinist, Yehudi 
Menuhin, as a conductor. 
I will never forget it. It was 
a dream come true. Like when 
an actor dreams of making 
a film with Cary Grant or 
Humphrey Bogart. Vienna 
is to classical music what 
Hollywood is to the film 
industry.”

“The musical expertise in Vienna 
is simply incredible. Many come 
to study at our brilliant conser
vatoires. Of course, you can split 
hairs about the technical aspects, 
but music is about the heart, 
the soul. You have to live here 
to internalize that.”

Julian Rachlin is a virtuoso on the violin and the viola, and 
in demand as a composer. Music is his life. Born in Vilnius, 
Rachlin moved to Vienna with this family when he was 
three years old. And he stayed.

Viennese composer and producer Walter Werzowa has 
enjoyed success in the USA with his music for films 
(including e.g. Minority Report). Today he is known as 
a guru of audio branding (he created the Intel audio 
signature). After 30 years in Hollywood, he came back to 
Vienna. Because he loves Vienna, the rhythm of the city, 
its musicality, the Viennese approach to life. And a glass 
of wine.
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“In Vienna you can find the 
very best in enjoyment as well 
as every kind of aesthetic. You 
can express yourself fully and 
authentically. When I lived in 
Vienna, I felt free. As if I could 
finally enjoy what life had to 
offer. People have a great sense 
of humor here.”

“Vienna has such a vibrant music 
scene. Artists who perform here, 
musicians who study here, string 
producers like ThomastikInfeld, 
piano makers like Bösendorfer, 
violin makers… There are so 
many special performance 
venues, from jazz clubs like 
Porgy & Bess to incredible 
concert halls. All of these 
elements come together to 
form a magnificent whole.”

Cosmopolitan Norwegian Rebekka Bakken composes and 
sings. With an incredible depth of feeling, her songs speak 
of the themes of life, of enjoyment and being alive. A lot 
of things are connected with Vienna for her – she lived 
here for a long time.

A man of many talents in the world of music – this describes 
Aleksey Igudesman to a T. His energetic, virtuoso violin 
performances never fail to touch every member of the 
audience. He studied the violin in Vienna for nine years. 
His love for the city is undiminished.
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Carefully wrapped, hung on wire 
mesh, and meticulously ordered. 
Come with us to a place that is 
normally only accessible to a 
select few. A place of safekeeping, 
of stories, and of inspiration: 
welcome to the art depot.

(Text) 
Julia ZANGERL

 In
 Hiding

Paintings, sculpture, photography, performance: 
we are used to encountering art under perfect 
lighting, in white rooms with high ceilings, and 
presented as part of an exhibition – with a theme, 
a golden thread connecting a selection of works. 
And the selection is usually made here, in the hid
den recesses of the depot. Here, where thousands 
and thousands of works of art are stored, waiting 
to be rediscovered – or more than that, to finally 
see the light of day again.  

Newcomers rub shoulders with old masters. 
Abstract works hang next to Renaissance paintings. 
A diverse hodgepodge of collections in rooms that 
are kept at just the right temperature. To under
stand a bit more about the history of the art depot, 

it’s worth taking a look at the past. Back in the 
day, when of course everything was different, the 
abundance of an entire collection was allowed to 
speak for itself. “More is more” was the watchword, 
and you showed what you had. So the museums 
proudly presented their treasured artworks from 
all over the world, densely packed, with little space 
between them. Over time, not only did art itself 
change, but also the way artworks were hung and 
presented. Rooms became brighter, the number of 
works was reduced, and exhibitions were laid out 
over greater areas. Art should be able to breathe, 
allowed to make a statement, and experienced 
individually. 
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This inevitably resulted in overcrowding in stor
age rooms, and along with it the realization that 
art storage facilities would become extremely im
portant for the safekeeping and conservation of 
art, and invaluable for every collection.

Preserving Art
It’s impossible to talk about art collection storage 
and not to talk about architecture – or, even better, 
sustainable construction – at the same time. Put 
simply, the depot has been transformed from the 
art storage room of the turn of the century into the 
hightech laboratory of the 21st century. A place for 
storing art has become a location for research and 
science. The Kunsthistorisches Museum Vienna 
found the perfect place to store its own collection 
in 2011. Most of the museum’s collection of close 
to four million objects is housed in its own state
oftheart depot in Himberg near Vienna. In addi
tion to rooms for restoration and research, nitrogen 
gas treatment, and quarantine, there is a dedicated 
photography room for making digital records of 
and researching the inventory. Ensuring optimal 
conditions for storing the artworks is the top 
priority – including the most important aspect of 
the depot: climate control. Worldwide, the most 
damage to conserved cultural artefacts is caused 
by the failure of modern building services, such 
as air conditioning.

In 2013 the Wien Museum’s collection also 
found a new home on the outskirts of the city. Over 
a million objects are stored in around 12,000m² 
of space. Energy efficiency and sustainability are 
also a primary concern here. The depot makes use 
of concrete core activation: pipes are laid in the 
concrete ceiling in a dense grid, through which cold 
or hot water is pumped. The ceilings are cooled 
or heated up by the pipe system, storing the tem
perature (like in a storage heater), which diffuses 
slowly into the room. This slowacting form of 
climate control provides ideal conditions for storing 
a wide range of different objects held in museum 
collections. The Wien Museum’s extensive collection 
in particular has differing requirements in terms 
of climate control, as it covers everything from 
archeological artefacts to death masks, items of 
clothing, and contemporary art. The foundations 
for the art collection were laid in 1894 by Johann II, 
Prince of Liechtenstein. Today, over 120 years later, 

the Wien Museum’s col
lection brings together 
painting, sculpture, ar
chitecture, installations, 
photography, and video 
art, spanning periods 
from the 14th century 
to the present.

Hidden Depths 
The Leopold Museum 
is one of the few insti
tutions whose storage 
space is integrated into 
the same building as the 
museum. Today more 
than 7,400 works are stored over five rooms inside 
the white shell limestone cube. Museum director 
HansPeter Wipplinger sees this space as provid
ing much more than just storage. He is always 
being drawn to one corner or another: “For 
example, the furniture department. It contains 

KUNSTHISTORISCHES  
MUSEUM VIENNA 
(ART HISTORY 
MUSEUM) 
MariaTheresienPlatz
1010 Vienna
www.khm.at 

WIEN MUSEUM MUSA 
(alternative location of the 
Wien Museum)
Felderstrasse 6–8
1010 Vienna
www.wienmuseum.at 

LEOPOLD MUSEUM 
Museumsplatz 1
1070 Vienna
www.leopoldmuseum.org

Three of a total of five rooms in the Leopold Museum 
house paintings, sculptures and furniture. 

Photo: © Leopold Museum, Wien/Lisa Rastl



pieces by Josef Hoffmann, Koloman Moser, 
and Joseph Urban that are not included in the 
permanent exhibition. Or the department for 
African and Oceanic art – its ethnographic pieces 
have a puzzling, poetic power.” The works kept 
here originate from the collection of Rudolf and 
Elisabeth Leopold, who once lived surrounded by 
their art collection. This ranged from Biedermeier 
works and Austrian Stimmungsimpressionismus, 
to Secession and expressionist art, to New 
Objectivity. And the storage rooms have always 
served as a source of inspiration for new presenta
tion concepts. “Browsing the collection archive not 
only provides an important and essential source 
for ongoing research, but is also a method of 
finding inspiration for new exhibition projects. 
Supposedly coincidental juxtapositions of pieces 
in storage can sometimes open up exciting new 

contextualizations that give rise to new ideas,” 
explains Wipplinger. No surprise then, that this 
method of curation attracted a lot of attention 
in 2020, as the mumok (museum of modern 
art ludwig foundation) collaborated with the 
Kunst historisches Museum Vienna and the 
Weltmuseum Wien (World Museum Vienna), on 
an exhibition inspired by Andy Warhol – called 
Defrosting the Icebox – that opens in fall 2020. 

Keeping art in stor
age means keeping it hid
den from people. And that 
is exactly what makes the 
art depots and the objects 
slumbering away inside 
them so fascinating, and 
so compelling.

The Wien Museum central depot on the outskirts of the city stands out for its incorporation of sustainable passive house 
technology. This makes it possible to use slowacting climate control, perfect for storing museum pieces. Photo: © Stefan Oláh

TIP
For more insights we 
can recommend the 
book Museums depots 
by Stefan Oláh and 
Martina Griesser- 
Stermscheg, published 
by Anton Pustet 
Verlag, 192 pages, 
EUR 39.
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The ideal space, the perfect light, the right area, and the white gloves 
that know how to handle the artwork carefully. In Vienna you will find 

more than one space that gives pride of place to contemporary art. 
A culture trip through the city.

Constantly
Contemporary

(Text)
Julia ZANGERL

Albertina modern
● Karlsplatz 5, 1010 Vienna
→ www.albertina.at

There’s a new kid on the block. And what an 
addi tion it is: Vienna has a new museum for 
modern and contemporary art. Albertina modern, 
a satel lite of the worldfamous Albertina, is laid 
out over 2,500m² in the completely refurbished 
Künstler haus. The new space is showing no less 
than the most important collection of Austrian art 
post1945, comprising the Essl and the Jablonka 
collections. Together they form the foundation 
of this new art hotspot. The Albertina modern 
is fully focused on modern, postmodern, and 

con temporary art. The list of artists is long. Big 
names of Austrian art are brought together here 
including Maria Lassnig, Hermann Nitsch, and 
Valie Export, or Gottfried Helnwein, Friedensreich 
Hundert  wasser, and Christian Ludwig Attersee. 
But artists from other countries, from the 20th cen 
tury to the present day, are also represented. From 
the father of pop art, Andy Warhol, to the works of 

Damien Hirst, to recent works 
by Jonathan Meese or Anselm 
Kiefer – Albertina modern 
offers over 60,000 works of 
art by a total of 5,000 different 
artists. Truly an outstanding 
art museum. Right in the heart 
of the city.
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

mumok
● Museumsplatz 1, 1070 Vienna
→ www.mumok.at

An art volcano hides in plain sight 
in Vienna’s MuseumsQuartier, 
inside a basalt cube. At mumok 
(museum of modern art ludwig 
foundation), art lovers can feast 
on the extraordinary collection of 
Peter and Irene Ludwig. Along
side international greats includ
ing Andy Warhol, Pablo Picasso, 

TIP
Don’t miss out – 
there are actually two 
museums in one. Just 
next door, fascinating 
tempo rary exhibitions 
can be visited in the 
beautiful old Künstler-
haus.
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and Niki de Saint Phalle, the Austrian avant 
garde is also wellrepresented. From classics of 
Modernism, through pop art, to Fluxus and examples 
of Viennese Actionism, such as Hermann Nitsch’s 
OrgienMysterienTheater, the palette is broad 
and diverse. A museum that skillfully serves up a 
melange of tradition and experiment, bridging the 
past and the present. Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Belvedere 21
● Arsenalstrasse 1, 1030 Vienna
→ www.belvedere.at

An awardwinning pavilion that became a para
gon of modern architecture in the 1960s with its 
clear lines and glazed halls – and remains so today. 
In particular when it comes to sustainability. 
The pavilion was specially designed so that it 
could be easily taken down and reconstructed, 
by Aus trian architect Karl Schwanzer, for the 
1958 World’s Fair. Art is given center stage here. 

The focus is on Austrian art 
of the 20th and 21st cen turies, 
which is often presented 
in an international context. 
The museum offers a color
ful mix of performances, 
artist talks, film screenings, 
lectures, and of course tempo

rary exhibitions. Fascinating, daring – and always 
in the perfect light. Photo: © Lukas Schaller/Belvedere, Wien

Heidi Horten  
Collection (opening 2022)

● Hanuschhof, 1010 Vienna
→ www.hortencollection.com

Charles Saatchi once said, “I primarily buy art in 
order to show it off.” It must be the same, or similar, 
for Heidi GoëssHorten. Thanks to her, from 2022 
Vienna will be able to boast another new museum. 
The location will be the “Stöckl” building in 
the Hanuschhof (next to the Albertina), which 
is being converted into a 1,200m² art gallery by 
archi tects the next ENTERprise. The art collector 
has been constantly on the lookout for new works 
since the early 1990s. Her collection invites us to 
dive deep into the history of western art over the 
last hundred years, taking in Austrian fin-de-siècle 
art, German and international expressionism, 
Arte Povera, European postwar art, as well as 
American pop art. How beautiful that Heidi Horten 
is opening her collection to the public from 2022.

TIP
Belvedere 21 is home to 
the only 1950s cinema 
in Vienna to still have 
a fully intact original 
interior. The Blickle 
Kino shows everything 
that art and film lovers 
could wish for.

ART & CULTURE
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Bärbel Bellinghausen came to Vienna to make violins – which 
she does with passion and perfectionism. Now she has a patent 

registered for the ideal way to protect fragile instruments: 
ViolinCocoon Vienna. Covers for violins, made from fabric 

to die for – something no one before her has thought of.

(Text)
Susanna BURGER

We visited Bärbel Bellinghausen in her workshop, 
at Viktorgasse 22. Here, in a former dairy, time 
seems to pass a little more slowly. And time is an 
important commodity for this master violin maker, 
who – like Beethoven – comes from Bonn and has 
made Vienna her home. Bellinghausen spends three 
months making each violin. At the same time, 
she’s started work on her new project: making 
ViolinCocoons – fabric covers made from the 
highest quality materials, to protect the precious 
instruments. A patent has been registered, and the 
cocoons are already a hit on the international music 
circuit thanks to word of mouth alone.

Entering the workshop, we are greeted 
by the unmistakable smell of the material that 
will later resonate with beautiful sounds: wood. 
That smell was already a source of wonder for 
Bellinghausen when, as a little girl, she was allowed 
into her grandfather’s carpentry workshop. 
Choosing the wood is the first step in making a 
new instrument. Weight and density are decisive 
factors, and whether it is waxy or dry. 420g of 

wood is required to make a violin – about four 
times the weight of a slice of Sachertorte, to make a 
Viennese comparison.

Knock on Wood
Bellinghausen rough cuts and debarks the wood 
blocks herself. She tests the wood repeatedly by 
knocking on it, to catch the right moment when the 
top panel of the instrument is ready and she can 
stop planing. To create topquality instruments like 
those that come out of Bellinghausen’s workshop, 
a good ear and understanding of music are vital, 
as are sensitive fingertips. Years of experience in 
handcraftsman ship, as well as curiosity and per
sonal develop ment, turn an instrument maker into 
an artist in their own right. Musicians, who have 
a very special relationship with the makers of 
their instruments, know how valuable this is. The 
violin maker knows what their instrument – their 
progeny – can do. No two violins sound the same, 
and that is the difference between craftsmanship 
and mass production.

While
MY VIOLINS 
Gently Sleep
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Yes, it’s love. Of handcrafting, of the creative process, of the materials, of music. When she makes a violin, Bellinghausen 
uses the finest wood, her own varnish preparation, and tools that have been used in the same way for hundreds of years. 

Following the same rules as in the time of Stradivari, with endless filing to create the perfect sound. Photo: © SatelFilm
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ViolinCocoon Vienna is a folding design, free from abrasive fastenings and drawstrings. 
The violin rests snugly, as if in bed, tucked in from both sides. And the cover is so thin that 
the instrument still fits in its case. Photo, above: © Markus Sepperer / Photo, below: © Bärbel Bellinghausen
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When asked about the “secret” of making a violin, 
Bellinghausen says: “The elements responsible for 
the sound are invisible – built into the inside. The 
bass bar and the sound post. A bit like a black box, 
which doesn’t reveal its workings at first glance. 
I decide on the arching and the strength, and every 
last detail of the shape. And yes – a Bellinghausen 
sounds like a Bellinghausen.”

Even the varnish used plays a decisive role. 
Every violin maker has their own, closely guarded 
recipe.The basic ingredients are linseed oil and spruce 
resin, to which balsams and essential oils are added.

300 Years of Perfection
Bellinghausen explains that the famous classical 
instruments à la Stradivari or Guarneri found the 
perfect form. They cannot be improved upon, and 
still provide the basis for violinmaking today: 
every new instrument is an interpretation of them. 
Anyone who wants a Bellinghausen violin has to 
put their name down on the threeyear waiting 
list. The bespoke instruments, priced at around 
EUR 20,000, are in demand. For a musician, it’s 
a privilege to commission a violin to be made 
precisely to their requirements. A violin made for 
a professional concert violinist probably won’t 
be so pleasing to the ear for a beginner, as such 
instruments are designed to produce a strong 
sound that fills the space.

A Bed Fit for a Violin
The violin maker’s second love is her new business, 
ViolinCocoon Vienna. Fine instruments deserve 
coverings that are of equal quality. The cocoons, 
comprising an external cover and internal padding, 
moderate changes in humidity, protect against 
thermal shock, and provide a soft covering for the 
sensitive surface of the instrument. And they are 
a delight both to look at and to touch.

It’s incredible that until now, no one had 
really given thought to the eternal dilemma faced 
by professional musicians: guest appearances take 
them to concert halls all over the world, but the 
time an instrument needs to adjust to a different 
climate is usually not available. Just one possible 
scenario: the wooden pegs, set perfectly in the 
pegbox, all loosen at the same time due to a 
change in humidity – just before the performance. 
A ViolinCocoon can protect the instrument.

Fine Fabric for Precious Wood
The fairtrade cocoons are made by hand in Vienna 
as oneoff pieces or small series, and no longer 
by Bellinghausen alone, but by an initiative that 
employs deaf seamstresses. Cocoon commissions 
are among their favorite orders, because the end 
product is exceptionally beautiful, and the materials 
are very highquality. The various models are made 
of silk, satin, materials used for traditional Austrian 
dress, jersey, brocade, Alcantara, wool, deer leather, 
or brightly colored fashion fabrics.

The cocoons made from genuine vintage 
kimono silk are real eyecatchers. Bellinghausen 
shows us the four equal widths of material that 
a traditional kimono is made from – four are 
currently hanging in her cocoon workshop. She 
tries out different colors of dyed silk that contrast 
with the material, fetches some other fabrics, and 
shows us finished designs. Then, with a practiced, 
careful grip she places a violin inside: a beautiful, 
sensuous moment.

Bärbel Bellinghausen produces masterful 
creations in two different worlds – but both be
long to high school of handcraftsmanship, made 
in Vienna.

BÄRBEL BELLINGHAUSEN VIOLINS
VIOLINCOCOON VIENNA
Viktorgasse 22/18
1040 Vienna

violins@bellinghausen.at
info@violincocoon.com
+43 (0) 699 115 474 15

www.bellinghausen.at 
www.violincocoon.com 
(with online shop)

Photo: © SatelFilm
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Femme Maison Wien
Atelier Privé
Hahngasse 15, 1090 Vienna
www.femme-maison.com
Mon–Fri: by appointment only
Thu: 15:00–20:00 without prior 
arrangement

The Femme Maison Wien fashion label is fronted 
by designer Franziska Fürpass-Kermani and her 
husband Sia Kermani. Together they create fashion 
for modern, selfconfident women. Glamorous, yet 
nonchalant, with handcrafted precision. Their 
workshop in the chic Servitenviertel district has 
distinct echoes of bygone couture salons.

 Ten Questions for
Femme Maison Wien

➀  Your favorite spots in the Servitenviertel? 
Servitengasse, the church square, and our 
little oasis: Atelier Privé on Hahngasse. 
The district’s French feel makes it unlike 
anywhere else Vienna.

➁  Where do you find inspiration in Vienna? 
From the women who work and live here. 
Contemporary Viennese women know how 
to work, as well as enjoy life. Just like our 
Femme Maison women.

➂  What places would you say are typically 
Viennese? 
Café Korb. With an Einspänner (Mokka in a 
glass with whipped cream – see page 73) and 
the liveried waiters with their Viennese wit.

 
➃  How do you spend a summer’s day 

in Vienna? 
We barely venture out of our little neigh
borhood during the week. The homemade 
ice cream from Konditorei Bürger on 
Servitenplatz and a stroll through the 
Liechtenstein park are de rigueur.

➄  In what ways is Vienna modern? 
The Viennese people’s famously slowpaced 
living is – if done consciously – a modern 
response to today’s hectic world.

➅  Where does Vienna’s creativity come to 
the surface?   
In the people and their projects that fit 
in perfectly in Vienna. Such as Nicole 
Adler’s Salons on Schwarzenbergplatz, 
the StudioVie design studio, and bars and 
restaurants such as Vestibül and Skopik & 
Lohn.

➆  Where’s your favorite place for coffee? 
CaffèCouture. Ideally the one on 
Garnisongasse.

➇  What bars will we find you in? 
Before our son was born: in the Loos Bar. 
But now we like nothing more than a G&T 
in Gerald König’s bar on Servitengasse.

➈  Do you have a shopping tip for us? 
For fashion, our studio Atelier Privé. Or 
Park on Mondscheingasse. There are nice 
Moroccan ceramics stores on Lerchenfelder 
Strasse and on Porzellangasse, where you 
will also find a beautifully curated second 
hand shop.

  What are your art hotpots in Vienna? 
The Naturhistorisches Museum Vienna 
and the Kunsthistorisches Museum Vienna. 
Having a repository of knowledge and cul
ture like this so close by is a pleasure and a 
privilege. For contemporary art it has to be 
Galerie nächst St. Stephan.

(Photo) 
Raphael JUST

(Interview) 
Susanne KAPELLER
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Into
   the
Light

(Styling)
Sophie Marie FRAUSCHER

(Art direction)
seite zwei

(Text)
Robert SEYDEL

Pants suit JANA WIELAND, gloves THOMAS RIEMER HANDMADE GLOVES,  
location KUNSTHISTORISCHES MUSEUM VIENNA

Tour de la Mode. In Vienna. With Vienna. 
The Kunst historisches Museum Vienna, Hotel Sacher, 
Albertina, Spanish Riding School and silversmiths 
Jarosinski & Vaugoin provided the luxury backdrops. 
Creations from Viennese designers including Jana 
Wieland, Thomas Riemer, Femme Maison, Vanessa 
Schreiner and Narbon were cast in the starring roles. 
They are synonymous with beauty, elegance and luxury. 
They are Vienna.

(Photos)
Paul BAUER
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p. 54 Dress FEMME MAISON, earrings SWAROVSKI, location ROTE BAR SACHER
p. 55  Blouse and skirt JANA WIELAND, earrings SWAROVSKI, boots STYLIST’S OWN, location ALBERTINA
p. 56  Pants suit JANA WIELAND, bag VANESSA SCHREINER, ankle boots RANI BAGERIA,  

location SPANISH RIDING SCHOOL
p. 57 Two-piece HVALA ILIJA, top STYLIST’S OWN, jewelry SWAROVSKI, location JAROSINSKI & VAUGOIN 
p. 58 Dress NARBON, earrings SWAROVSKI, location KUNSTHISTORISCHES MUSEUM VIENNA
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➂ Woinovichgasse 1, 1130 Vienna

Werkbundsiedlung

The epitome of brutalism. Want to explore Vienna’s 
most unusual church? The Church of the Most Holy 
Trinity in the 23rd district is one of Austria’s most 
seminal brutalist works. It was completed in the mid
1970s according to designs by the Austrian sculptor 
Fritz Wotruba – who preferred stacking to plastering. 

The resulting church 
comprises 152 artistically 
arranged concrete blocks 
that rise into the heavens 
like a sculpture. 
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Visionary and fantastic, but also monumental and sometimes offbeam: 
Vienna’s 20th and 21stcenturies architecture offers up a lot 

of spectacular examples. A trip through the city driven by modern 
and contemporary building design.

Vienna, Modern

Belvedere 21➀ Arsenalstrasse 1, 1030 Vienna

TIP
Go for a drink in the new 
Lucy Bar on the ground f loor 
of Belvedere 21.

➁ Ottillingerplatz 1, 1230 Vienna

Wotruba Church

TIP
Stop off at the Zahel wine 
tavern on Maurer Hauptplatz 
on the way back for a glass 
of wine.

TIP 
Take a stroll in 
the nearby Roter 
Berg recreation 
area and enjoy 
the beautiful 
views out over 
the west of 
Vienna.

Functionality first. Want to see works by great architects 
such as Adolf Loos, Richard Neutra, Josef Frank and 
Margarete SchütteLihotzky in a showcase of compact 
housing design? The Werkbundsiedlung in the 13th dis
trict is a real insider tip for architecture fans. Created in 
the late 1920s, the development showcases all the facets of 
early modernist design.  It was designed as a show home 
development to promote a new form of living in small, 
yet exceptionally functional housing. In all, there are 
64 remarkable buildings by 34 architects to discover.
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

(Text)
Johannes LUXNER

Mobile Modernism. Yes, buildings can travel, as the glass and steel 
Belvedere 21 proves. This former exhibition pavilion was created 
for the 1958 World’s Fair in Brussels. In the early 1960s, the award 
winning structure was dismantled and then reassembled in Vienna. 
The visionary design was the brainchild of the influential Viennese 
architect Karl Schwanzer (creator of the BMW HQ in Munich). The 

interior is particularly interesting: 
Belvedere 21 is one of the most im
portant centers of contemporary art 
in the city.  
Photo: © Johannes Stoll
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➅ Welthandelsplatz 1, 1020 Vienna

Campus WU
Eccentric ensemble. Anyone with a 
weakness for contemporary architec
ture will not be able to resist falling 
in love with the Vienna University of 
Economics and Business campus, which 
was completed in 2013. A group of 
international star architects including 
Zaha Hadid designed an impressive 
collection of buildings next to the 
Prater park. Walking round the nine 
hectare campus, you could be forgiven 
for thinking that the rules of gravity 
no longer apply here. An eccentric 
ensemble awaits – a coalescence of 
different shapes, colors and materials.
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Christian Stemper

➆ Heiligenstädter Strasse 82–92, 1190 Vienna

KarlMarxHof
TIP
The Waschsalon – the former 
Karl-Marx-Hof laundry – 
hosts a permanent exhibition 
on the Red Vienna period.

TIP
A look inside Zaha 
Hadid’s library building 
leaves you feeling like 
you are in a spaceship.

Monumental social housing. The KarlMarxHof is the flagship 
construction project from the Red Vienna period of the 1920s and 
1930s. During this era, the social housing programs that continue 
to shape the city to this day really started to take off. The KarlMarx 
Hof is the capital’s largest social housing complex. Stretching for 
more than a kilometer, it contains 1,382 apartments. Its western 
facing boundary is served by a total of four stops on the D tram 
line. This symbolic contiguous building was created by Karl Ehn, 
a student of the legendary Viennese architect Otto Wagner. 
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Jagged design. Completed in 2014, the DC Tower 
soars 250 meters above ground, making this 
striking building the tallest highrise in Austria. 
It was designed by French architect Dominique 
Perrault, who created this “edgy” skyscraper – 
with its folded facade reminiscent of a darkly 
glinting precious stone. It’s a real eyecatcher and, 
above all, a striking symbol for contem porary 
Vienna. Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Christian Stemper

➄ DonauCityStrasse 7, 1220 Vienna

DC Tower

TIP
Enjoy culinary 
f lights of fancy 
and panoramic 
views in the 
57 Restaurant 
& Lounge.

TIP 
Discover more Hundert-
wasser: the nearby Kunst 
Haus Wien hosts regular 
photo exhibitions and a 
permanent Hundertwasser 
show.

Hundertwasserhaus
Fantastic forms. Sloping floors, 
slanted walls and trees growing out 
of the facade? Sounds like a real 
fixerupper, but we are in fact talking 
about the Hundertwasserhaus. This 
social housing development was com
pleted by the artist Friedensreich 
Hundertwasser in 1985, as the architec
tural embodiment of the Vienna School 
of Fantastic Realism. Hundertwasser’s main source of inspiration? 
Nature – which famously eschews straight lines and right angles.  
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

➃ Kegelgasse 34–38, 1030 Vienna

Discover the city 
by smartphone

Even more architectural tips can 
be found on ivie, the digital 
city guide for Vienna (iOS and 
Android). Download for free:  

→ ivie.vienna.info
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(Text)
Susanne KAPELLER

Leading Lights

Chandeliers from Vienna’s venerable glassmakers adorn ceilings all over 
the world. They are very much in demand from a select clientele, with 

the rapper Drake among the adherents. Lobmeyr, Kalmar, Bakalowits – 
these names are synonymous with Viennese handcraftsmanship 
and outstanding quality worldwide. Their historic designs exude 

timeless elegance, while their new creations are an extension of a proud 
tradition, meaning that nothing puts them in the shade.
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Starburst is the best known of J. & L. Lobmeyr’s chandeliers. Dating back to 1963, it was inspired by 
the Big Bang. A number of variants of the design can be found in New York’s Metropolitan Opera, 

so this model is commonly referred to as the Metropolitan chandelier. Canadian rapper Drake’s 
luxury villa boasts the world’s secondlargest Metropolitan chandelier. 

→ www.lobmeyr.at
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Glassware specialist Lobmeyr has a long track record of working with contemporary designers. 
One of these partnerships, with Viennabased designer Marco Dessi, gave rise to The Knight. 

Its modular system opens up numerous constellations and shapes. And it’s smart, too: The Knight 
can be controlled via bluetooth and cell phone app. 

→ www.lobmeyr.at

The Knight
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Viennese company Bakalowits has been synonymous with chandeliers and lights for 175 years. 
Designer Karin Binder took the 2020 German Design Award for Laundrylight, which she created 
for Bakalowits. Colored glass plates hang down like sheets on a washing line in a lighting display 

inspired by the changing of the seasons.  

→ www.bakalowits.com

Laundrylight
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Another award winner: Viennese product designer Klemens Schillinger picked up a special 
DesignConcepts award in the 2019 Austrian State Prize for Design for his table lamp. 

Offline Lamp only turns on when a cell phone is placed in its base. 
Ingenious and smart, for a relaxing and illuminating time offline.

→ www.klemensschillinger.com

Offline Lamp
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The lights and lamps produced by traditional Viennese manufacturers Kalmar are in high demand 
all over the world right now. In particular the shapes created for the Austrian Werkbund all that 

time ago are very much in step with 21stcentury design culture. They are minimalistic, functional 
and made from highquality materials. Their delicate bases are one of the defining features, 

as shown in Fliegenbein [fly leg]. Although the original first appeared in 1957, the reissue still 
looks right at home in any contemporary living room.

→ werkstaetten.kalmarlighting.com

Fliegenbein
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Ten Questions for Paul Ivic
The charming star chef wins over his guests 

with vegetarian cuisine.
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a bat from the menu?
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Tian Restaurant Wien
Himmelpfortgasse 23
1010 Vienna
Tel. +43 1 890 46 65
www.tian-restaurant.com

Vegetables take center stage in Paul Ivic’s life. 
He is one of just a handful of chefs worldwide 
to pick up a Michelin star for vegetarian cuisine. 
The star chef plies his trade at restaurant Tian 
in Vienna. In his private life, Ivic does eat meat 
though and his mother’s speck dumplings are 
his favorite.

  Ten Questions for
Paul Ivic

➀  What is your favorite dish in Viennese 
cuisine, and who does it best? 
Goulash at Hausmair on Lerchenfelder 
Strasse.

➁  Where are the best cakes and desserts 
to be found in Vienna? 
I love the cakes and pastries at Crème de la 
Crème on Lange Gasse, Viola on Strozzi
gasse, and Marischka on Gredlerstrasse.

➂  Where do you most like to relax 
in Vienna? 
Riding my road bike on the Danube Island, 
and walking in the vineyards on the hills.

➃  In which restaurants are we likely 
to find you in your free time? 
Luckily there are a lot of good restaurants 
to choose from. To name a few: Mast wine 
bistro, O boufés, Mayer & Freunde, Schank 
zum Reichsapfel, Gasthaus Hausmair, 
Café Balthasar, Steirereck, Konstantin 
Filippou, Mraz & Sohn, Silvio Nickol, 
Alma Gastro thèque, Öfferl on Wollzeile, 
and my Tian bistro.

➄  What is your favorite area of Vienna?  
That’s a difficult question – there are so 
many nice areas.

➅  Where do you take visitors to Vienna? 
That’s easy: Nussberg [a hill in the 19th 
district with vineyards and a view over 
Vienna], and above all my favorite places 
to eat and drink.

➆  Where are the best delicatessens? 
For me the best is Mayer & Freunde 
on Jasomirgottstrasse.

➇  Which places, restaurants and chefs 
in Vienna inspire you? 
Vienna has a very high concentration of top 
chefs, and we keep up a very good exchange 
and friendly relationships. We push each 
other to achieve excellence and are happy 
to see one another succeed.

➈  Which of Vienna’s traditional markets 
is your favorite? 
At the moment my favorite is the 
Karmeliter markt. I like the atmosphere 
and I love the Krautwerk vegetable stall.

  A personal insider tip for Vienna? 
Discover the culinary diversity of Vienna – 
and most importantly experience it!

(Photo)
Ingo PERTRAMER

(Interview)
Susanne KAPELLER
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Quirks 
of Viennese

Cuisine

What is a Fiaker doing in a goulash? Do they really eat bats in Vienna? 
And what’s this about liver in cheese? We explain what will really 

be served if you order fried mice or singed dogs in a traditional 
Viennese Gasthaus.

(Illustrations)
Francesco CICCOLELLA

(Text)
Susanne KAPELLER
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Einspänner
“onehorse carriage”

An Einspänner is actually a cart or 
carriage drawn by a single horse. 
And this is where the name of this 
Viennese coffee specialty comes 
from. The carriage drivers, sitting 
on their boxes, wanted the coffee 
in their hand to stay warm as long 
as possible. And hey presto: their 
mokka (a double espresso) was 
covered with a large topping of 
whipped cream – which acts as 
a kind of insulation, keeping the 
coffee warm for a good while. 
Today the Einspänner is also served 
to noncarriage drivers in Vienna’s 
coffeehouses, in a stylish glass mug 
with a handle. Although Einspänner 
has a second meaning: it is also the 
name for a single Frankfurter or 
Sacher würstel. But that’s another 
story...

Einbrennte 
Hund “singed dogs”

Don’t worry – no one eats dogs in 
Vienna. Viennese “Einbrennte Hund” 
is actually a potato dish. This is a 
classic from the old days, which due 
to its simple ingredients was often 
seen as paupers’ fare, or food to 
eat while fasting during Lent. The 
name was inspired by the way it is 
prepared: first, a roux (Einbrenn) 
is made using fat (ideally lard) and 
flour – called a “flour sweat” – 
pre ferably with onion and spices. 
Beef broth is added, then boiled or 
leftover potatoes – et voila. These 
days Ein brennte Hund is served as a 
side dish with an Augsburger sausage, 
or with bacon and pickles.

Frankfurter
Würstel im 
Schlafrock
“Frankfurter sausage
in a nightgown”

Frankfurter sausages are only 
really found in Vienna. In the vast 
majority of other places, this 
homegrown classic is known as 
a “Wiener”, or Viennese sausage. 
In 1805 Johann Georg Lahner, 
a butcher and meat curer from 
Frankfurt, wrote Vien nese history 
when he first produced this sausage 
calling it “Frankfurter”, in honor 
of his home town. Served with 
mustard and horseradish, it quickly 
became a popular midmorning 
snack among the Viennese. Lahner 
also developed another way to serve 
his Frank furter sausages: baked in 
a covering of shortcrust or puff 
pastry, they are called Würstel im 
Schlafrock.

Überstürzter Neumann
“topsyturvy Newman” 

This coffee specialty was named for a certain Herr Neumann (Mr. Newman), 
a regular patron of the legendary Café Herrenhof, who liked to enjoy his 
coffee in a highly specific way. You can read about the Einspänner coffee 
above. And this Einspänner is the inspiration here: Herr Neumann wanted 
to drink his Einspänner upsidedown. So, to make an Überstürzter Neumann, 
first the whipped cream is placed in the coffee cup, then the double espresso 
is poured over it when the coffee is served, at the guest’s table. So what is 
different, compared to an Einspänner? In the original creation, the espresso 
coffee stays black; while in an Überstürzter Neumann, the coffee slowly 
mixes with the cream. It’s the finer details that matter, as Herr Neumann 
knew all too well. Whether Herr Neumann ever felt topsyturvy while 
drinking his coffee has not been passed down to posterity.

Fiakergulasch “carriage driver goulash”

Well, yes, horses are one of those 
things in Vienna. Horse meatloaf 
(see Leberkäse below) is viewed as 
a particularly tasty delicacy here. 
But don’t worry, no one eats the 
horses that pull carriages, or makes 
goulash out of them. Fiakergulasch 
is a classic beef goulash. It is served 
with an Einspänner – a single 
Frank furter sausage – as well as 
a bread dumpling and a fanned 
pickled cucumber, all topped with 
a fried egg. This hearty meal was 
once the ideal fuel for horsedrawn 
carriage drivers.
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Gebackene Mäuse “deepfried mice”

One of the sweetest childhood memories! 
We all loved deepfried mice as children. 
This classic Viennese dessert is made 
from balls of yeast dough, which are 
reminiscent of little mice once they have 
been deepfried. It is served warm with 
vanilla custard, but can also be eaten cold. 
At the end of this article you can find 
a recipe for Gebackene Mäuse – from 
Plachutta, no less: a name that is synony
mous with Viennese cuisine.

Vanille
rostbraten
“braised beef with vanilla”

This dish certainly sounds interest
ing: a braised beef escalope, flavored 
with vanilla? You’ve just got to give 
it a try! But you could be in for a 
big surprise when the dish is served, 
and it turns out to be beef in a 
garlic sauce. Why, then, is it called 
Vanillerostbraten? Again, the reason 
is historical: in former times, garlic 
was known as “the poor man’s 
vanilla.” Vanilla was expensive, 
and only the rich could afford this 
luxury spice. And – braised beef 
with vanilla sounds a lot better 
than braised beef with garlic.

Leberkäse “liver cheese”

If you visit a grocery store in Vienna at lunchtime, at 
the delicatessen counter you’ll experience a continuous 
line of people ordering a Leberkäs’-Semmel – a slice of 
Leberkäse in a bread roll. You would be forgiven for 
believing that Leberkäse is the main source of nutrition 
for the Viennese. Indeed, the Leberkäs’-Semmel is one 
of the Austria’s most popular snacks, and the country’s 
fast food par excellence. But do the Viennese really 
love to eat cheese stuffed with liver? Of course not – 
Leberkäse actually has nothing to do with liver, but 
literally means: oddments in a tin. And that actually 
describes it perfectly. To make Leberkäse, finely 
chopped pork – sometimes with a little beef – is 
mixed with a range of spices and baked in a loaf pan. 
And in the case of Käse-Leberkäse, it really does have 
cheese in it. With mustard and horseradish, pickles or 
ketchup, the Leberkäs’-Semmel is a fine delicacy that’s 
also popular at sausage stands.

Kanarien
milch “canary milk”

This ancient recipe for vanilla sauce 
would surely even tempt a canary. 
Or is it called canary milk because 
the egg yolks give the custard a dis
tinctive yellow sheen, reminiscent 
of a canary? This Austrian version 
of custard is in any case somewhat 
thinner, and is served with desserts 
such as Buchteln, gebackene Mäuse 
(see above), Milchrahmstrudel, 
Topfen palatschinken and apple 
strudel. And in Vienna the sauce is 
sometimes called Kanarimilch.

Fledermaus
“bat”

What now – they eat bats in Vienna? 
Not quite. The Fledermaus is in fact 
a special cut of beef or pork. It is 
cut from the sacrum, between the 
hip bones, and in shape resembles 
a bat. This rare, special cut of beef 
is ideally boiled and served in the 
same way as another Viennese clas
sic, Tafelspitz; a pork Fledermaus is 
usually breadcrumbed and fried. 
The butcher’s craft was formerly 
a high art requiring a great deal of 
dexterity. The Viennese method 
of butchering beef was particularly 
highly regarded, producing a 
greater variety of cuts than anywhere 
else in the world. The individual 
cuts had distinctive names like 
Kavalier spitz (cavalier cut) – or, 
of course, Fledermaus.
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Scheiter
haufen
“pyre”

Don’t worry, no one is going to be 
burned at the stake! And certainly 
not this delicious creation. In 
Aus tria, sweet dishes are often 
served as a main course. On meat
free days lunch could be a soup 
followed by a sweet dish – such 
as Scheiterhaufen. The way the 
ingredients are layered – like when 
building a bonfire – gave the dish 
its name. Sliced stale bread rolls, 
plaited loaves or croissants are 
soaked in a mixture of eggs and 
milk, and then layered alternately 
with thinly sliced apples in a baking 
dish. The apples are prepared 
in advance with raisins, sugar and 
cinnamon. The milk and egg mix
ture is poured over, then the dish 
goes straight into the oven. Some 
chefs also like to fold beaten egg 
whites into the bread mix, and 
create a meringue topping. This 
gives the dish a fine, airy lightness. 
Scheiterhaufen is another typical 
dish for using up leftovers.

Wiener Wäschermädel
“Viennese laundry girls”

The culinary counterpart to Schlosser buben 
are the Wiener Wäschermädel. In 19thcentury 
Vienna, laundry girls were known to be fun 
loving, lighthearted, and cheeky. Numerous 
balls were held in their honor. 
And Wäschermädel are also especially sweet 
as a dessert. Stoned apricots are filled with 
marzipan, then dipped in batter and, just 
like Schlosserbuben, fried in hot oil until 
golden brown. They are often accompanied 
by an apricot sauce.

Grenadier 
marsch “grenadier march”

For a change, this dish isn’t named after an animal. 
Grenadiermarsch originated in the military, where 
meals needed to be prepared quickly and economically. 
It was invented during the imperial era, and today 
remains a classic dish for using up leftovers. Potatoes 
and pasta are cooked up with bacon and leftover 
sausage, and flavored with onion, marjoram, parsley, 
and sometimes garlic. Restored by this hearty meal, a 
grenadier would be able to march on at full strength.

Kalbsvögerl “veal birds”

What is this exactly? An unusual species of bird? Or a special cut of veal? 
That’s right – Kalbsvögerl is the name for fillets of veal cut from the hind 
leg. They are the same size as a small bird (hence the name), and there are 
many different recipes for them. Poached, larded with bacon, braised, 
served with a cream sauce – whatever recipe is used to prepare them, 
Kalbsvögerl are always especially tender and full of flavor.

Wiener  
Schlosser
buben
“Viennese locksmith lads”

The world of Viennese cakes, 
pastries and desserts is filled 
with recipes that have evocative 
names. This old Viennese dessert 
is one of them. To make Wiener 
Schlosser buben, depending on the 
recipe prunes are soaked in apple 
juice and plum schnapps, or boiled 
in red wine laced with cloves. 
They are then stuffed either with an 
almond or with marzipan, covered 
in batter and fried in hot oil until 
they are golden brown. Before 
serving, they are garnished with 
a mixture of sugar and grated 
chocolate – and in a final flourish, 
sometimes accompanied by vanilla 
custard. And why the name? 
Supposedly because of the dark 
colored filling that resembles the 
apprentice fitters’ grimy faces.
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Gebackene Mäuse is a classic Viennese 
sweet dish. This recipe is from Plachutta. 
Ewald Plachutta is one of the country’s 
most revered chefs and his name is 
inseparable from Viennese cuisine. 
He is a master of the old school, and 
has published numerous cookery books. 
He is also the founder of the Plachutta 
beef dynasty, which has a number of 
restaurants in Vienna, and is famous for 
its classic Tafelspitz beef. His son Mario 
Plachutta has opened further restaurants.
Photo: © seite zwei

This recipe comes from the cookbook:
Plachutta Wiener Küche
by Ewald Plachutta and Mario Plachutta 
Published by Brandstätter

BATTER
Ingredients for four portions:

25g dried yeast
250ml milk
300g plain flour
60g butter
40g sugar
4 egg yolks
1 tablespoon vanilla sugar
1 teaspoon rum
Pinch of salt
Grated zest of half an organic lemon

Approx. 500ml oil for frying
Icing sugar for dusting

COOKING TIME
Approx. 7 minutes

METHOD 

➀  →  To make the dough starter, dissolve the yeast in the 
warmed milk, stir in 50g of flour until smooth, and dust 
with a layer of flour. Leave the dough starter to prove in 
a warm place, until large cracks appear in the surface.

➁  →  Melt the butter and mix with all of the other dough 
ingredients, except the remaining flour. Use a mixer to knead 
together the dough starter, remaining flour, and the butter 
mixture, or mix them using a wooden spoon, until the dough 
separates easily from the sides of the bowl.

➂  →  Cover the dough with plastic wrap or a clean dishcloth, 
and leave it in a warm place to rise for 20 minutes.

➃  →  Heat the oil to about 140°C in a deep pan or wide 
casserole dish. Using a soup spoon dipped in the hot oil, 
spoon out a large dollop of the dough, and slide it into the 
hot oil. Repeat quickly. Depending on the size of the pan/ 
casserole dish, you will need to fry the dough in 2–3 batches.

➄  →  Cover the pan as you initially fry the dough balls, then 
uncover, turn them and finish frying uncovered. Remove from 
the oil, drain any excess and place the Gebackene Mäuse on a 
cooling rack or on paper towel, allow to cool a little, then dust 
with icing sugar.

TIP: Gebackene Mäuse taste good hot or cold. When hot, they are usually 
served with CUSTARD, and when cold, with RASPBERRY SYRUP.

RECIPE: GEBACKENE MÄUSE 
(DEEP-FRIED MICE)

→ www.plachutta.at
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From traditional Viennese cuisine to fine dining, from the café 
everyone is talking about, to bars with design flair: Vienna has something 

to suit every taste. We highlight the most exciting new arrivals.

What’s New

(Text)
Susanne KAPELLER

Wirtschaft 
am Markt
●  Meidlinger Markt 89–92,  

1120 Vienna
→ www.wirtschaftammarkt.at

The first marketplace eatery to be 
awarded a toque by Gault Millau! 
Meidlinger Markt, in Vienna’s 
12th district, is one of the city’s 
upandcoming locations, and the 
recognition from Gault Millau is 
a sign of this. The atmosphere is 
uncomplicated, as you would expect 
from a marketplace restaurant. But 
the fantastic chef, Heidi Ratzinger, 
serves contemporary Viennese 
cuisine, full of flavor and not shy 
of seasoning. 
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Gregor Hof bauer

Bar Campari
● Seitzergasse 6, 1010 Vienna 
→ www.barcampari.at

A slice of Italian bar culture has 
moved into the Goldenes Quartier in 
the center of Vienna. Bar Campari’s 
stylish interior was designed by the 
studio of celebrated Italian architect 
Matteo Thun. The colors red, black 
and white convey the unmistakable 
flair of an Italian cafébar, perfect 
for enjoying an aperitivo...and, of 
course, this is a place to see and be 
seen. Photo: © Bar Campari

Seven North
● Schottenfeldgasse 74, 1070 Vienna
→ www.sevennorthrestaurant.com 

Eyal Shani from Tel Aviv is known as 
the cauliflower king – roasted whole 
cauliflower is his signature dish – 
and has brought his successful restau
rant concept to Vienna. Seven North 
serves a mixture of Mediterranean 
and Middle Eastern cuisine. And the 
famous roasted cauliflower is of 
course on the menu in Vienna, too. 
Fashionable, relaxed, fun. 
Photo: © Seven North

Das kleine Paradies
● Blindengasse 3, 1080 Vienna
→ www.daskleineparadies.at

An old typewriter shop from the days 
of the empire, with a marble entrance, 
has been transformed into a stunning
ly beautiful restaurant, with love and 
sensitivity towards its heritage. Das 
kleine Paradies is a charming, very 
Viennese restaurant. Those who man
age to book a table here are rewarded 
with food and drink that’s a cut above 
the rest. A visual and culinary paradise 
on earth! Photo: © Roland Unger
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Dogenhof
● Praterstrasse 70, 1020 Vienna 
→ www.dogenhof.com

Vienna’s first location with an open 
fire to cook on – right in the middle of 
the restaurant! The courageous kitchen 
team prepare all hot dishes in the 
woodfired stove or directly on the 
glowing coals; the cold dishes on the 
menu feature marinated raw ingre
dients. Ingredients are sourced from 
small local producers. The restaurant 
itself is as purist as the cuisine – only 
the facade is reminiscent of a Venetian 
palazzo. Photo: © Ákos Burg

Sperling 
im Augarten
● Obere Augartenstrasse 1, 1020 Vienna 
→ www.sperling.wien

The Augarten is one of Vienna’s most 
beautiful parks. And it contains a 
palace that is home to the Augarten 
Porcelain Manufactory, as well as a 
restaurant. From Restaurant Sperling, 
guests look out over the colorful 
flowerbeds and broad avenues of the 
Baroque Augarten. The menu focuses 
on enticing vegetable dishes, though 
the small selection of meat dishes is 
highly recommended. Photo: © Derenko.at

Adlerhof
● Burggasse 51, 1070 Vienna 
→ www.adlerhof.wien

A legendary old Viennese pub has been 
transformed into a modern salon café – 
with impressive results, down to every 
last detail. All of the old features, as far 
as possible, were retained in the con
version. The interior takes guests on a 
journey through time, and much of the 
decor was created together with local 
traditional businesses. All in all, mod
ern aesthetic brimming with Viennese 
references, and good food, too.  
Photo: © Atelier Karasinski

Schlawiener 
● Pressgasse 29, 1040 Vienna 
→ www.schlawiener.wtf

A modern pub with a menu featur 
 ing Viennese cuisine with an Asian 
touch – and it works! But the set 
ting certainly isn’t that of a typical 
Viennese Gasthaus. Exposed brick 
walls, broken up by murals – the 
interior is hip, and so is the clientele. 
Great cocktails, too! 
Photo: © Schlawiener Wirtshaus

Herzig
● Schanzstrasse 14, 1150 Vienna 
→ www.restaurantherzig.at

Top chef Sören Herzig serves up a 
contrasting mix of fine dining in the 
evening and uncomplicated lunch 
menus – both put together with a 
love for details, and utterly delicious. 
A great restaurant in an unexpected 
location, a bit away from the city 
center. Photo: © Walter Luttenberger Photography

Hausbar 
im Künstlerhaus
● Karlsplatz 5, 1010 Vienna 
→ www.hausbarwien.at

The basement of the new Künstler
haus – home to the Albertina 
modern – is now a culinary hotspot 
where fine dining is the order of the 
day. A good decision, as the results are 
excellent. Originally the plan was to 
create a bar here, with a garden open 
in the evening, and that might still 
happen in the future. If so, it will 
certainly add a great house bar to the 
museum. Photo: © Benjamin Mohl
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Urban Idyll
Predatory fish and fresh produce. 

At a sandy beach until closing.

82

Ten Questions for Gregor Hoffmann
What brings African catfish and tomatoes together.

84

Lovin’ the Lido Life
The capital’s legendary lidos on the banks of the Danube 

bring a touch of the Med to the city.
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Blün Gmbh
Schaff lerhofstrasse 156
1220 Vienna
Tel. +43 1 774 13 33 
www.bluen.at 

Local, transparent, ecoeffective – these are the 
values that define Viennabased business blün 
and its cofounder Gregor Hoffmann, a fifth 
generation gardener. At the first aquaponic 
center in the capital – and the country, for that 
matter – it’s all about natural cycles, growing 
vegetables, and breeding fish.

 Ten Questions for
Gregor Hoffmann

➀  The most important questions first: 
do you refer to tomatoes as Tomaten, 
or Paradeiser?   
I actually say both: my father was from 
Vienna, so Paradeiser, and my mother is 
from Upper Austria, so Tomaten. 

➁  Breeding fish and growing veg all in one – 
how does that work?  
Aquaponics is the combination of fish breed
ing (aquaculture) and vegetable growing 
(hydroponics). The wastewater from the 
fish tanks provides the basis of the vegetable 
growing system.  

➂  How did this innovative project on the 
outskirts of Vienna come to fruition? 
Four partners and friends working in gar
dening and agriculture came up with an 
idea together: creating a form of agriculture 
fit for our grandchildren, in the form of a 
modern closed economic cycle. 

➃  What fish is best suited for this kind 
of system? 
Catfish, especially the African species, which 
is perfectly suited due to its natural habitat. 

➄  What do the fish eat – surely not the 
produce?   
They eat organic cereal mixed with animal 
protein that we are continuing to finetune 

in an ongoing research project – highquality, 
certifiedorganic feed.

 
➅  Where can I find blün products?   

On restaurant menus, at the farm gate, or in 
our online store.  

➆  Which Viennese restaurants do you supply? 
We now have more or less pride of place on 
around 50 menus.

➇  Are the products themselves organic? 
Our production methods actually take things 
a step further. There is currently no certifica
tion for that in the conventional sense – but 
our core values of local, transparent, and 
ecoeffective are very much in evidence. 

➈  What is it like being a farmer in Vienna?   
In short: it’s great! We see ourselves as part 
of the land and part of the city – something 
that is only possible in Vienna. The close ties 
we have with the city and the people around 
us as customers, stakeholders and the like are 
unique.  

  Where do you spend your free time? 
I live with my family in the 18th district, 
Währing. A wonderful district with lots of 
parks. 

(Photo)
Niko HAVRANEK

(Interview)
Karoline GASIENICA-BRYJAK
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The Viennese love to spend the holidays by the Danube, and they 
don’t miss the seaside either. With kilometers of beaches to choose from, 

it’s easy to enjoy everything the summer has to offer in the city. 
The beaches at Alte Donau have a charm all of their own.

     LOVIN’
 the Lido Life

(Text)
Karoline GASIENICA-BRYJAK
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It’s not only the Viennese who love summer, sun
shine and sandy beach vibes. And thanks to the blue 
Danube, that’s precisely what the Austrian capital 
has to offer. Vienna’s waterways enrich life in the 
city in their own unique way. Boat trips on the Alte 
Donau, a stroll on the Danube Island or sunbathing 
and swimming at one of the riverside inlets trans
forms the summer in Vienna into a seaside getaway. 
The typical riverside lidos are the best places to 
experience the city’s authentic charm. And there 
really is one to suit everyone: anyone who loves river 
swimming but does not want to go without the well 
tended lawns, amenities, and restaurants offered 
by the outdoor pools can simply go for a dip in the 
Alte Donau. Strandbad Gänsehäufel, Strandbad 
Alte Donau, and the Bundesbad are Vienna’s best
known lidos. 

Gänsehäufel: the apotheosis 
of Viennese lido culture

The Alte Donau – a former arm of the Danube – 
was turned into an oxbow lake around 150 years 
ago and has been Vienna’s most popular summer 
holiday destination ever since. And Gänsehäufel – 
an island in the middle of it – is synonymous with 
open air bathing in Vienna. The project to regulate 
the flow of the Danube resulted in the creation of a 
330,000squaremeter island covered in trees and 
grass and more than a kilometer of sandy beaches – 
to this day it is accessible by a single bridge. This 
heap of sand would later become the Strandbad 
Gänsehäufel lido, which is the heart of the capital’s 
bathing culture. For more than 100 years now, 
urban sun worshippers and holidaymakers of all 

ages have been flocking here 
every summer. Young visitors 
love the wave pool and the 
different waterpark facilities, 
while older patrons prefer the 
quiet, spacious lawns.

Although the center of 
the island is dominated by a 
27metertall clock tower, time 
is something of an irrelevance 
here. It’s a place to get away 
from your everyday life and 
leave your cares behind. And 
you barely want for anything 
either. The lifeguards – fondly 

referred to as Badewaschel by the Viennese – 
make sure every one is safe with their eagle eyes 
and shrill whistles.

With 2,000 trees dotted around the site, 
there’s also plenty of shade. If you get hungry, you 
can check out the snack bars and beach cafés which 
offer everything from full meals to ice creams. There 
is also crazy golf and beach volleyball to help keep 
boredom at bay. And if you simply want to do noth
ing, then there’s no one stopping you! “Shift down 
a gear” and “take it easy” really are the watchwords 
here. As demonstrated to impressive effect by the

Sometimes it’s the little things in life: although the beach huts are only big enough to 
accommodate the bare minimum, it doesn’t take much to keep you happy out here. 

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

After sustaining heavy bomb damage in the Second World 
War, the Gänsehäufel lido was rebuilt in 1950 and a clock 

tower added. Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer
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tanned pensioners who tend to gravitate towards 
the western side of the island. This is where you will 
find the little beach huts – a total of 290 brightly 
decorated tiny little houses. Reminiscent of allot
ment garden sheds, they are available to rent for 
the duration of the summer. Measuring just three 
square meters, it is not unusual for them to remain 
with the same family for generations. So it’s hardly 
surprising to hear that some people wait up to ten 
years for one of these summery homes from home 
to become available. But you can’t stay overnight – 
when the traditional closing song plays each night 
just before 7:30pm, it’s time to start heading 
for the exit. The PA plays the melancholy song 
Bade schluss by Viennese band 5/8erl in Ehr’n, 
bringing another day’s bathing to a close. But it’s 
never long before you return.

Safe from flooding. 
And boredom, too.

It is just a short distance from the Alte Donau to 
the Neue Donau where a section of the Danube 

Island has been transformed into 
a contemporary city beach. Copa 
Beach teleports you to the Copa
cabana with its loungers, fine 
sand and street food. Admission 
is free and the location right next 
to the Donauinsel station on the 
U1 subway line makes it ideal 
for spontaneous sunseekers – it 

only takes six minutes to get from Stephansplatz 
to Donauinsel by public transportation. Standup 
paddleboarding, kayaking, canoeing, and climbing 
are among the sporting activities on offer. In fact, 
there is never any shortage of people out exercis
ing on the Danube Island. All year round, joggers, 
cyclists, and inline skaters are out on their favorite 
routes up and down the 21kilometerlong island. 
50 floating jetties as well as stony beaches and 
grassy areas make it easier to get in and out of the 
water. You shouldn’t be shocked if someone rides 
past you in their birthday suit, either. The three 
nudist beaches are among the most attractive in 
the city, and can clearly be identified by the FKK 
markings painted on the asphalt paths. 

From the moment it was completed in 
1988, it was always hoped that the Danube Island 
would become the outdoor paradise that it is today. 
Primarily, though, it is designed to keep the city 
safe from flooding. And for 32 years now it has 
not only protected the Viennese from high water, 
but boredom, too.

Naked bathing is part of the Viennese summer. Nudity is permitted on certain 
parts of the Gänsehäufel lido and the Danube Island. 

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Gregor Hof bauer

Strandbad Gänsehäufel
● Moissigasse, 1220 Vienna
⇆  U1 station Kaisermühlen VIC; 

then take the shuttle bus or 
the 90A, 91A, 92A buses to 
Schüttau platz

Strandbad Alte Donau
●  Arbeiterstrandbadstrasse 91,  

1220 Vienna
⇆ U1 station Alte Donau

Bundesbad Alte Donau
●  Arbeiterstrandbadstrasse 93,  

1220 Vienna
⇆ U1 station Alte Donau



Visiting Mozart.

www.mozarthausvienna.at
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Tourist Info Vienna
Corner of Albertinaplatz and 
Maysedergasse
1010 Vienna
09:00–19:00 daily*
Tourist Info Vienna Main Station
09:00–19:00 daily*
Tourist Info 
Vienna International Airport 
07:00–22:00 daily*
*  subject to short-notice changes due to Covid-19.

For many visitors to the city, the Tourist Info 
centers are the first port of call. Located at the 
airport, Vienna’s main station and in the heart 
of the old city, they’re the best place to pick up 
information, free brochures and the Vienna City 
Card. Tourist Info employee Caroline Werner 
gives an insight into her daytoday work. 

 Ten Questions for
Caroline Werner

➀  Why should tourists come to see you and 
your colleagues at the Tourist Info centers?   
The great thing is: individual questions get 
individual answers. We have a lot of great 
resources at our disposal, and every single 
one of us knows a lot about the city. The 
team is as multilayered as the city itself – 
thanks to our experience, interests and 
specialist knowledge.  

➁  What’s the most common question that 
people ask? 
The alltime favorite is: we’re here for three 
days, what should we do?

➂  And what was the most original question 
you’ve had?   
Do the members of the Vienna Boys Choir 
sing when they ride the white horses?

➃  Are there any questions that you can’t 
answer? 
Of course, but it’d definitely have nothing 
to do with Vienna.

➄  What foreign languages do you all speak 
at the Tourist Info?   
English, French, Spanish, Italian and a 
number of Eastern European languages. 

We also speak “human being” – which is 
a mix of mime, gestures and sketching!

➅  What is your recommendation for visitors 
to the city? Do you have any insider tips? 
Go with the flow! Do some people watching, 
get a feel for the city.

➆  You and your colleagues are also out and 
about with the mobile Tourist Info? How’s 
this service been received? 
Very well. Tourists and locals alike love it 
when we show up in their neck of the woods.

➇  What surprises can you serve up to visitors 
who actually come from Vienna? 
Probably a nice “cherry on top”. – Besides 
the answer to the question we give them 
one of our personal tips. 

➈  Have you ever been lost for words? 
Yes, when a guest surprised me with a  
Gugl hupf bundt cake. 

  You’ve been at the Vienna Tourist Board 
for 12 years. What keeps you motivated 
to do your job with such enthusiasm? 
When I can spin my own web throughout 
the city and visitors walk away with a smile 
on their face.

(Photo)
Paul BAUER

(Interview)
Helga GERBL
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➁ Info in the city
The central Tourist Info office is 
located right behind the Vienna State 
Opera, just a short walk from the 
Karlsplatz subway station. You 
can pick up maps of the city, free 
brochures and lots of tips on what 
to do during your stay, as well as 
tickets to numerous cultural events. 
Want to discover Vienna from a 
whole new angle using your smart
phone? The Vienna Tourist Board’s 
practical ivie city guide app – avail
able to download for free on iOS 
and Android from ivie.vienna.info – 
will show you the way.

➂ Voyage of discovery
St. Stephen’s Cathedral, Ringstrasse, Hofburg, countless museums and galleries, 
Vienna State Opera, MuseumsQuartier, Schönbrunn Palace, Prater park with its 
iconic Giant Ferris Wheel… there’s so much to see in Vienna. But as luck would 
have it, Vienna’s historic center, with St. Stephen’s Cathedral at its heart, is per
fect for exploring on foot. And ivie is the ideal guide: the app includes city walks 
and practical info, as well as no end of fascinating facts on the capital’s sights, 
insider tips and lots of intriguing stories and anecdotes. 

➀
Welcome 
to Vienna!

Whether you’re off to check in at your 
hotel or heading straight into town – 
it only takes a few minutes to reach 
the city center from the Vienna Main 
Station on the U1 subway line. And 
the best way to get around is with 
your Vienna City Card, which gives 
you unlimited travel on the public 
transportation network as well as 
numerous discounts at sights, 
museums and galleries and many 
more attractions in the city. Simply 
purchase your Vienna City Card from 
shop.vienna.info or the Tourist Info 
center at the Vienna Main Station 
before you travel to make sure you 
don’t miss a single second of the city 
experience.

Around Vienna 
in 24 Hours Practical 

TIPS

(Illustrations)
Francesco CICCOLELLA

(Text)
Helga GERBL
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➃ 
Time for a snack 

break 

➄ 
Great 

entertainment 
From operas and musicals to theater productions, concerts 
and festivals: Vienna offers a packed lineup all year round. 
Visit events.vienna.info to find the ideal choice for you.

➆ Auf Wiedersehen
The next morning, after a delicious Viennese breakfast, maybe it’s already 
time to think about heading home. Wherever your journey takes you: Vienna’s 
stations are all easy to reach from the city center. And there are great links to 
Vienna International Airport – it takes just 16 minutes aboard the City Airport 
Train (CAT) from the Wien Mitte terminal. You can also travel to and from 
the airport in just over half an hour using the Vienna Airport Lines bus services, 
Austrian Federal Railways (ÖBB) Railjet trains or the S7 rapid transit line.  

Remember to take home lots of happy memories of Vienna with you and 
share them with your loved ones. You can also make sure you stay uptodate 
with our newsletter (newsletter.vienna.info)!

➅ Nighty night!
Luxury hotels on the Ringstrasse, vintage hotels 
embedded in local neighborhoods or a room looking 
out over open green spaces – there’s a huge range 
of options to choose from in Vienna. The online 
hotel booking tool at vienna.info and the expert 
team at Vienna Hotels & Info (tel. +43 1 24 555, 
info@vienna.info) will help you find the perfect 
place in no time at all.

Any time is the right time for a good Melange coffee and 
tasty cake or pastry in Vienna. Enjoy the unique ambience 
of a Viennese coffeehouse – whether its contemporary or 
steeped in tradition. Or treat yourself to a glass of excellent 
Viennese wine in a bar or sidewalk café.

INSIDER
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(Text) 
Helga GERBL

VIENNA ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB 

Your travel guide in 13 languages 
(incl. hotel reservations)
→ vienna.info

Your tour guide in Chinese
→ weiyena.info  

ivie – Your personal Vienna guide
→ ivie.vienna.info

Vienna newsletter registration
→ newsletter.vienna.info

Vienna City Card – The Official City Card
→ viennacitycard.at 

Vienna City Card Experience Edition
→ experience.vienna.info

All events just a click away
→ events.vienna.info

Full details for the LGBT community
→ LGBT.vienna.info 

Vienna Online

Give us feedback on your stay in Vienna 
for a chance to win a prize. 
→ survey.vienna.info/visitors

B2B SERVICES 

The website for tourist industry partners 
and media representatives
→ b2b.vienna.info 

Vienna Convention Bureau
Everything you need to know about Vienna 
as a meeting destination
→ vienna.convention.at  

Vienna Experts Club and  
Vienna Experts Club International
Training opportunities for people working in the Vienna 
and international tourist industry 
→ experts.vienna.info

Picture database  
→ photo.vienna.info

2020 Visitor Economy Strategy
→ shaping.vienna.info

VIENNA ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

→ facebook.com/ViennaTouristBoard
→ facebook.com/LGBTVienna
→ instagram.com/viennatouristboard
→ youtube.com/Vienna
→ pinterest.com/viennatouristboard
→ #ViennaNow
→ twitter.com/ViennaInfoB2B
→  linkedin.com/company/ 

vienna-convention-bureau
→  weibo.com/welcometovienna
→  WeChat 

Vienna Tourist Board 
visitor services

Vienna Hotels & Info
Information and hotel reservations
Monday–Friday 09:00–17:00
+43 1 24 555
→ info@vienna.info

Tourist Info Vienna (City Center)
Corner of Albertinaplatz and Maysedergasse
1010 Vienna
09:00–19:00 daily *  

Tourist Info Vienna Main Station
At the Austrian Federal Railways (ÖBB) 
info point
09:00–19:00 daily *

Tourist Info 
Vienna International Airport
In the arrivals hall
07:00–22:00 daily *

* subject to shortnotice changes due to Covid19



VIENNA CITY 
CARD 

The Official 
City Card 

Discover the city in all its rich variety and 
enjoy maximum flexibility while saving time 
and money – thanks to the Vienna City Card. 
A number of different versions are available.

VIENNA CITY 
CARD 

Experience 
Edition 

The Vienna City Card Experience Edition 
opens the door to exclusive prebooked 

experiences in Vienna, which will show you 
the city from a whole new perspective: take a 
look behind the scenes at one of the capital’s 

worldfamous cultural titans, go on a bespoke 
tour of the city or get handson in an exclusive 

workshop at an artisanal manufacturer.
WHY IT’S WORTH IT

●  Unlimited travel on the capital’s public transpor
tation network for 24, 48 or 72 hours. One child 
aged 14 or under, or one dog, travels free per 
Vienna City Card holder.

●  More than 200 discounts and concessions for the 
duration of your stay (up to a maximum of 7 days) 
at sights, museums and galleries, theaters, stores 
and leisure attractions. 

○   Plus TRANSFER: fully mobile from the moment 
you land  
Includes transfer from the airport to the city 
center – also multiple trips within max. 7 days. 
Two children aged 14 or under travel free. 

○    Plus TOUR: relaxed sightseeing 
Includes a 24hour hopon hopoff ticket for 
Big Bus or Vienna Sightseeing Tours and one 
guided city walk. One child aged 15 or under 
travels free.   

TRANSFER and TOUR cards can be combined.

SALES OUTLETS 
Starting from EUR 17, the Vienna City Card is 
on sale at the Tourist Info centers at the airport, 
Vienna Main Station and on Albertinaplatz, 
at shop.vienna.info, on the ivie city guide app, 
in numerous hotels and 
travel agencies, and at 
Wiener Linien ticket sales 
points.  

To find out more about the 
Vienna City Card go to  
→ viennacitycard.at

OTHER ATTRACTIVE CONCESSIONS
 

●  Numerous discounts on experiences 
●  20% off at selected hospitality partners 

(multiple uses possible)  

The ticket is available at experience.vienna.info and 
via ivie, the digital city guide. It is valid for a year 
and costs EUR 25. ivie can be downloaded for free 
at ivie.vienna.info

Watch Viennese bees go about their business 
high above the city’s rooftops. 

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer
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TOP EVENTS IN 2020/2021

CHRISTMAS MARKETS IN VIENNA 
IN 2020 

Some of the city’s most attractive 
squares are transformed into en-
chanting Christmas markets between 
mid-November and Christmas. The 
aromas of freshly baked cookies, 
steaming punch and roasted almonds 
hang in the air. Festive lights twinkle 
above the old town and shopping 
streets, spreading Christmas cheer 
throughout the city.

Vienna Christmas World 
at Rathausplatz
● MidNovember–Dec 26, 2020
→ www.wienerweihnachtstraum.at

Old Viennese Christmas 
Market at Freyung
● Nov 21–Dec 23, 2020
→ www.altwiener-markt.at

Christmas Market  
Schloss Schönbrunn
● Nov 21–Dec 26, 2020
→ www.weihnachtsmarkt.co.at

Spittelberg Culture and 
Christmas Market
● Nov 13–Dec 23, 2020
→ www.spittelberg.at

More Christmas markets:   
events.vienna.info

VIENNA NEW YEAR’S EVE TRAIL

At the end of each year, the city 
center is transformed into a giant 
party scene. The New Year’s Eve Trail 
winds its way from City Hall Square 
through the streets of the Old Town. 
A host of concerts and shows play 
out along its length.  

● Dec 31, 2020
→ www.wienersilvesterpfad.at 

All New Year’s events including 
concerts, theaters, balls, galas, 

banquets:   
events.vienna.info

WINTER IN VIENNA   

From strolling through magical 
Christ mas markets to cutting loops 
at Vienna Ice World and dancing the 
waltz – there are many heartwarming 
experiences to be had in the city, even 
when the mercury starts to fall.

Vienna Ice World 
Each winter, Rathausplatz is trans
formed into an icy paradise that 
includes a fairytale ice trail through 
the Rathauspark. Skates are available 
for hire, and curling, concession stands 
and heated marquees complete the 
experience. Skaters can also take to 
the ice on a smaller rink at Vienna 
Christmas World on Rathausplatz 
in November and December 2020. 
● MidJanuary–start of March 2021
→ www.wienereistraum.com

Please note that the events listed are subject to change due to Covid19. 
Please check the organizer’s website before your visit.

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Christian Stemper

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Miss Saigon 
at the Raimund Theater
Global smash hit musical Miss Saigon 
is on the billing at the freshly 
renovated Raimund Theater from 
January 28, 2021. The masterpiece 
has been keeping audiences on the 
edge of their seats with its dazzling 
effects and Far Eastern charm for 
three decades.
● From Jan 28, 2021 
→ www.musicalvienna.at

Foto Wien Photo Festival
Now in its second year, Foto Wien 
will be putting on a show for visitors 
with a focus on female photographers 
and nature in 2021.
● Mar 10–28, 2021
→ www.fotowien.at  

Albertina modern: NOW – 
The Essl Collection  
The Essl Collection will be on show at 
the newly renovated Künstlerhaus in 
all its glory from December 2, 2020. 
→ www.albertina.at

(Text) 
Anna MALTSCHNIG

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Christian Stemper
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EASTER MARKETS

Traditional Easter decorations and 
beautifully painted eggs, culinary 
treats and a full music program set 
the tone at Vienna’s Easter markets.

Schönbrunn Palace 
Easter Market
● Mar 20–Apr 6, 2021
→ www.ostermarkt.co.at

Old Viennese Easter 
Market at Freyung
● Mar 19–Apr 5, 2021
→ www.altwiener-markt.at

Summer Night’s Concert
at Schönbrunn Palace
Against the stunning Baroque back
drop of Schönbrunn Palace, the Vienna 
Philharmonic serves up classical music 
at its finest – free of charge.  
● Jun 18, 2021
→ www.sommernachtskonzert.at

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Danube Island Festival
Set for late June 2021, the threeday 
Danube Island Festival attracts around 
three million visitors – making it the 
world’s largest openair music festival. 
Admission free! 
● End of June 2021
→ www.donauinselfest.at 

Music Film Festival
on Rathausplatz
July and August features a special treat 
for music film fans. The Music Film 
Festival screens top opera, ballets, 
classical music performances and pop 
concerts. Fine food also awaits at the 
various openair concession stands. 
● July and August 2021
→ www.filmfestival-rathausplatz.at

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Christian Stemper

KUNSTHERBST

Vienna’s Kunstherbst season has 
plenty of events in store: the Long 
Night of Museums, the vienna-
contemporary art fair, the curated 
by gallery festival, and numerous 
other events will turn the capital into 
a major hotspot for the inter national 
art scene. 

Open House
Tours of venerable old buildings, 
residential spaces and contem
porary construction highlights.
● September 2021
→ www.openhouse-wien.at

curated by
Gallery festival with international 
guest curators.
● September/October 2021
→ www.curatedby.at

Parallel Vienna
An art fair with a twist. Hosted 
in empty buildings.  
● End of September 2021
→ www.parallelvienna.com

viennacontemporary
A magnet for art collectors, 
curators, gallery owners, art 
experts and devotees from all 
over the world. 
● End of September 2021
→ www.viennacontemporary.at

Vienna Pride and
Rainbow Parade
Numerous events and parties will turn 
Vienna into the heart of the LGBT 
community at Vienna Pride from 
June 7–20, 2021. The event culminates 
with the Rainbow Parade on June 19, 
2021, when around 100 groups will 
take a lap of the Ringstrasse boulevard 
in the opposite direction to the usual 
traffic flow for the 25th time under 
the banner of acceptance, respect and 
equal rights.
● Jun 7–20, 2021
→ www.viennapride.at 
→ www.regenbogenparade.at

Photo: © viennacontemporary: A. Murashkin  

Photo: © Julius Silver
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Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Christian Stemper

Vienna City Marathon
An annual event for thousands of 
runners from all over the world. 
The course takes in some of Vienna’s 
bestloved sights, including the Giant 
Ferris Wheel, Schönbrunn Palace and 
the Hof burg.
● Sept 12, 2021
→ www.vienna-marathon.com
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Vienna Design Week
●  End of September/ 

start of October 2021
→ www.viennadesignweek.at

Long Night of Museums
Over 110 museums and galleries 
in Vienna will be opening their 
doors to stayawake arts lovers 
from six in the evening until one 
in the morning.
● October 2021
→ www.langenacht.orf.at

Titian’s Vision of 
Women at the KHM
The Kunsthistorisches Museum 
Vienna is dedicating its major fall 
exhibition in 2021 to one of the 
most important Venetian painters 
of them all.
●  October 2021–start of 

January 2022
→ www.khm.at

Vienna Art Week 
Fancy a peek behind the curtain of 
the Vienna art scene? Exhibitions, 
panel discussions, tours, studio 
open houses and parties through
out the city.
● November 2021
→ www.viennaartweek.at

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Photo: © Vienna Art Week 2019/Foto eSeL.at/
Lorenz Seidler 
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